Easter Vigil Homily
Genesis 1:1-2:2; Exodus 14:15-15:1; Isaiah 55:1-11; Ezekiel 36:16-28; 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 6:3-11; Luke 24:1-12



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

The readings of our liturgy this evening speak to us of the history of the saving, loving power of our God.  God continues to love us, each one of us, with a love we cannot comprehend and we certainly cannot earn.  It is a forever gift:  The gift of faithful and unending love.

We are reminded in the reading from Genesis that God separated the light from the dark as the beginning of creation.  Human beings came at the end.  God proclaimed that all was good. Tonight, as we blessed and lit the Pascal candle we echo the words God proclaimed.  We asked God to inflame us with new hope to dispel the darkness of hearts and minds.   And God says, “It is good.”

Moses, believing in the promise of God’s love, leads the Israelites out of Egypt, out of their slavery and bondage, into the desert on their way to the Promised Land.  God lead them with a pillar of cloud by day, a pillar of fire by night.  This was another sign of God’s invitation to love and fidelity. It was another example of dispelling the darkness of hearts and minds.
Through the words of the prophet Isaiah, we are once again given the example of God’s love.  If we but come to the water, God promises that if we are thirsty, all we need to do is come.  We don’t need money or power; we only need a heart made by love: A heart returning to the source of all love.  Tonight we returned to the water as we renewed our baptismal vows.  We received the water that quenches our thirst. We promised to live our faith in God.  We accepted the promise of unending love.

Ezekiel proclaims that God will gather us from every land and nation to sprinkle pure water over us.  God will give us a new heart, a heart of flesh.  Any heart of stone that holds anger, resentment and the inability to forgive, will no longer serve us.

Stone hearts are bad enough, but Ezekiel draws the analogy even further.  He prophesizes that even though we be dead and dry bones, God will not give up on us.  God promises, “I am going to breathe life into you, fasten sinews on you, and give you skin and flesh.  I will put my spirit into you and you will return to life.” I love you, God says, I will not stop loving you.

Paul reminds the Christians in Rome that their baptism, and ours, is a baptism into Jesus’ death.  And just as Jesus is raised by God’s glory and God’s love, we too will be raised from the dead.  We too will live forever in God’s love.

Luke’s gospel tells of the faithful women who returned to Jesus’ tomb early in the morning of the day after the Sabbath.  Sometime earlier they had prepared the spices used in the ritual for burial.  They were offering their final act of love in caring for Jesus’ body.  We can imagine their sadness and sense of loss as they walk to the tomb.  Their conversation, if any, was probably remembering favorite times they had spent with Jesus when he had been alive with them.  One of the women in this group of three may have asked the others, “What will happen to our lives now that he is no longer with us?”

We already know they are going to find the tomb empty, but let’s look at how they experienced that empty tomb.  Can you imagine their confusion, their fear and distress when they arrive and see the stone has been moved? They look at one another and ask, “Are we even at the right tomb? What happened to that huge stone?  Who moved it? What is going on?” 

Then we are told the two figures in white terrify the women. And then they learn that Jesus is not here, he is not among the dead, he is with the living.  As this new information begins to sink in, the women recall Jesus’ promises: he would have to suffer and die, but in three days he would rise again. And so, God’s love reaches even beyond death.
Jesus’ entire life was articulated by love.  His strategy was rooted in forgiveness and healing, inclusion and acceptance.  Jesus never swerved from that strategy. Even as he hung on the cross, he prayed:  Father, forgive them; they don’t know what they are doing.

Tonight we experience the light triumph over the darkness. Love overcomes everything. And, if we look at the heart of our faith, we will see that love’s strategy has always won.
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