Homily Starter

Christ the King/Thanksgiving


Today, the church universal celebrates the feast of Christ the King. This is a feast that has come late to the liturgical calendar. In fact, it was established by Pope Pius XI in 1925. Its purpose was, in the wake of World War !, to establish the lordship of Jesus Christ over all of creation. The gospel reading appointed for today gives us the conversation between Pontius Pilate and Jesus in which Jesus clarifies for Pilate that his reign has nothing in common with the reign of Rome or any other earthly kingdom. The reign of Christ is a reign of justice and mercy and peace, and it includes everyone who seeks it. Jesus was asked a pointed question and he gave a clear answer. Beyond that, there is really nothing more to say. There is no need to build up imagery of Jesus’ power which only likens him to the world’s monarchs. 


So, since on Thursday of this week, we in the USA will celebrate Thanksgiving Day, I thought we could share a homily about what the meaning of gratitude is for us as co-creators of the reign of God, and how we live into it as Christians. I will share some brief thoughts from a few diverse sources.


I’d like to begin with a group called the ‘Noom Nerds.’ These are a group of psychologists who operate a program of weight loss and life balance called Noom – available online through an app. Here’s what they have to say about gratitude:

· Gratitude is an attitude. It is an attitude toward life in whatever circumstances we find ourselves. (So, it’s not so much only about things we consider blessings, but also about how we deal with our difficulties).
· It’s a choice to see life through the filter of appreciation, embracing, and, most importantly, the filter of love.

· It’s a choice to see life through the lens of acceptance.

I would add that it is a way of practicing the presence of God in all we experience.


A second source I read is Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church USA. He is best known for his homily at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. Here is what Bishop Michael has to say about Love and Gratitude and self-appreciation:

There is a Jewish proverb, “Before every person there marches an angel proclaiming, ‘Behold, the image of God.’” Unselfish, sacrificial living isn’t about ignoring or denying or destroying yourself. It’s about discovering your true self—the self that looks like God—and living life from that grounding. Many people are familiar with a part of Jesus’s summary of the law of Moses: You shall love your neighbor as you love yourself. Yourself. Loving the self is a required balance. If we fail in that, we fail our neighbor, too. To love your neighbor is to relate to them as someone made in the image of the God. And it is to relate to yourself as someone made in the image of the God. It’s God, up, down, and all around, and God is love.


And lastly, I want to add in ideas about gratitude from Joan Chittister, Benedictine Prioress Emerita,  and Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury Emeritus, who co-authored a book called Uncommon Gratitude. Here are some of their thoughts.

· The authors call upon us to sing alleluia in gratitude in all things and to see all of life as life-giving – whether, in present circumstances, it seems so or not. 
· They note that we lurch through life between doubt and faith, between security and cloying uncertainty, between the enrichment that comes from differences, and the divisions that come from fear. It is learning to cling to a sense of alleluia (that is, thanksgiving and gratitude) that carries us through life to that moment when everything in us has come to fullness, and our only next step is immersion in God.

· The truth is that God is, and that God is holding us all responsible for the other.

· Differences are a challenge to our small assumptions about the way the world really goes together. They are not made to be homogenized, but rather, to be respected, honored and cherished. Creativity comes out of differences. 

· For conflict that leads to justice for both sides, we should sing alleluia loudly. It is the beginning of the reign of God.

· Unity can be a very dangerous thing. Unity, it seems, is more than solidarity and different than uniformity. Unity, ironically, is a commitment to becoming one people who speak in a thousand voices. Unity is one message shaped by a thousand minds. Unity is not external control; it is internal commitment derived one person at a time until what they hear from one another together touches the heart and drives the soul of them all. The kind of unity that is born out of differences has four characteristics: it frees, it enables, it supports, and it listens. For the freedom to ask questions, sing alleluia!

· On otherness: The “other” is the one who teaches us that we are not the whole world. We are only a piece of it waiting for the “Other” to make us more than we were when we began. We are grateful!
· The past is all we know of the possibilities we each harbor within us. Whatever we endured, taught us endurance.  We are aware that we have survived before, and we can do it again. Gratitude!

· Re peace: How does peace come? Peace comes by accepting who we are and that what we have is enough for us.

· Genesis is a word that means “becoming’ in Greek; this is the book that tells us how we became the way we are. It is a history of misunderstanding ourselves, and our needs and desires. We are never at home, but always on a journey, always becoming. Home is God’s company: something that can only be discovered as the history of disruption and exile unfolds. We must be grateful and sing alleluia for this journey. (RW)

· Exodus: Exodus is a story of slaves being set free, but it is also crucially, a story about what happens when people try to come to terms with their freedom, and just how reluctant people are to accept freedom when it is given to them.  Because freedom entails responsibility. Freedom is for a purpose…to become what God has made us to be; to be creative, to shape our lives together so that all can share in the same freedom. Freedom is freedom to make justice…..lives interweaving, serving one another.  It has a lot to do with gratitude! (RW)
Now let’s share some of our thoughts about what gratitude means to us!

