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Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18

Gospel: John 14:15-21
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It is good to have options. And this is especially important since no two people are exactly alike. Even identical twins who have the same DNA are not exactly the same in all things. We all have different likes and dislikes. We all have different dreams and goals. We all have unique personalities and quirks. We all have different passions and interests. The options we have in life provide opportunities for each of us to shape our little corner of the world.
Are there things about our faith, things about being a faithful disciple of Jesus—which are optional?
Trying to figure out what God wants from us is not always clear or obvious. And so part of living a life of faith is trying to discern the path down which God wants us to walk.  And the Divine Presence gives us a lot of choices, a lot of “options” as to how best to fulfill our unique role in the world.
But there are some things so central to what it means to be a faithful follower of Jesus that they cannot be in any way considered “optional.” These are the things that every Christian is asked to embrace and live out.  We know them well.

· Forgiveness           Can we let go of our grudges?

· Generosity             Can we give because we want to 
                                       and not just because we can  

                                       afford it? 

· Compassion          Can we listen to, encourage and    

                                       support others?

· Understanding     Can we see things from another’s 
                                       perspective?

· Love                        Can we really love as God has  

                                  loved us – every person in every 
                                  situation?

But there is at least one more thing --- something that is not optional --- something that we are asked to embrace on every step of life’s journey. 
In our second reading, Peter says: “Should anyone ask you the reason for this Hope of yours, be ever ready to reply…”
Hope! Peter isn’t saying that if we feel like it we might want to be a little hopeful. No, he is presuming that Hope is essential to what it means to be a follower of Jesus. 
In our first reading we are told of the miracles Philip performed in the town of Samaria.  We can only imagine the Hope the Samaritans must have felt as people were cured of various afflictions. 

And, God sends us a message of Hope in the Gospel reading today. Jesus said to his disciples: “I will ask the One who sent me to give you another Paraclete, another Helper to be with you always.” Jesus promises us that we are never alone, and we need not fear. For the love of God offers us all Hope
So what does Hope look like?
· Hope is what helps us resist despair in the face of life’s difficulties and disappointments.

· Hope is what helps us truly believe that we can always be more tomorrow than we are today.

· Hope is what allows us to overcome cynicism and negativity.
· Hope is what enables us to keep up the good fight; keep our feet on the path.
· Hope is what encourages us to do what Jesus asks of us in the Gospel – obey the commandments.

There is no medicine like Hope, no tonic more powerful than the belief that every trauma has a solution. The ability to Hope allows us to face the trials of daily life.  The troubles and worries of life can blind us to the light at the end of the tunnel, and we all need to be surrounded by others who can reassure us and inspire new confidence in the good things that lie just ahead.  It reminds us that no matter what happens, we will prevail. 
There is a Quaker song, How Can I Keep from Singing that beautifully captures the reason for Hope:

No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that rock I’m clinging. Since love is lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?

And who knows, the Hopes that we think have been dashed may just come to fruition---like becoming a Roman Catholic Womanpriest.  Hope springs eternal! 
Sister Joan Chittister tells a story about a little 80-year-old lady who had a habit of making right hand turns from left hand lanes. And the last guy whose Cadillac she rammed into sideways got out, came around the hood of his car, leaned into the driver’s window and said “Lady, please tell me one thing, why didn’t you signal.” She looked up at him and said, “Because sonny, I always turn here.” Joan reminds us not to stop turning, not to lose hope, and not let anyone tell us that we are not doing it right, saying it right, wanting it right.  And, she reminds us of the words of Augustine, philosopher and theologian, who wrote of the three great virtues—Faith, Hope and Love, and proclaimed that the greatest was, Hope.  Faith only tells us that God is, and Love only tells us that God is Good, but Hope tells us that God, will work God’s will. And then Augustine writes, that “Hope has two beautiful daughters; their names are Anger and Courage. Anger at the way things are, and Courage to see that they do not remain as they are.” In this unsettled world filled with anxieties, fears, turmoil and stress, we need a healthy dose of Hope’s daughters.
Let us leave St. Johns today with a “spark of anger and a burst of courage” so that we can feed Hope to others in our little corner of the world. (Chittister, Youtube). After all---Hope is not an option
Amen.
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