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Today’s gospel narrative is a poignant reminder of how very fragile and vulnerable Jesus’ disciples were, how very uncomfortable they felt with their new reality in light of his death and resurrection. Over the past few weeks, we have been witnessing their confusion and their baby steps in recognizing and responding to Jesus’ resurrected presence among them – much as a toddler learning to walk comes to grips with the need to take those courageous steps on his or her own without Mom or Dad holding hands with them, knowing that Mom and Dad are present and very much connected to and supportive of their endeavor, their mission to grow and become.


Today’s gospel is a remembering of Jesus’ farewell address in which he reminds the disciples that his departure is not a cause for consternation or fear; that he remains present to them as the Way – the model – for the bringing of the Reign of God. Abba God lives in him and he lives in each of his disciples – the entire community of believers - (we call it the indwelling Holy Spirit). He assures them that whoever has faith in him (or in other words, has relationship with him) will do the work of God in serving one another. Relationship with Jesus is relationship with the Triune God.  

All that said, the niggling question at hand is the question of stability and security. The disciples continue to ask themselves, (as do we, if we are honest), with everything changing and in a state of flux, where is our security? Our plea is “Show us this Abba God who is our Compass as we navigate an ever changing world!” Franciscan spirituality guru Richard Rohr speaks about the painful nature of transitions in this way. He points out that the word change normally refers to to situations that require new beginnings. This is more often than not very disquieting. But the mystery of transformation in the face of change begins not when something new begins, but when something old falls apart! The pain and chaos of something old falling apart invites the soul to listen at a deeper level. Often, it does not feel good, and it does not feel like God! We will normally do anything , says Rohr, to keep the old thing from falling apart, yet this is exactly when we need patience and guidance and the freedom to let go instead of tightening our controls and retrenching in our supposed certitudes. In today’s accouont of Jesus’ farewell, the Resurrected  Jesus presents himself as the sure connection to the Creator God who made us and continues to walk with us and guide us. Spiritual transformation – buying into living the resurrected life – always includes a disconcerting reorientation. It’s an ongoing process! Change happens. It’s a fact, a reality.  Transformation always is a process of letting go of our defensiveness, our “certitudes,” and moving forward and living into the confusing, shadowy transitional space. Just ask any woman who has given birth to tell you about that last crazy phase of labor and delivery in the birth of a child. It’s called transition. There is no turning back. Change is happening and God is calling us to new life.

The question for us and for disciples of all times and places is, in the midst of the letting go, what is God calling us to? What new needs are we to meet?  Today’s psalm reminds us that “the Creator loves justice and right,” and values us all equally. In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we are brought in contact with a situation in the early Jerusalem church community that makes us aware that keeping our ears open to hearing the call for justice is and always has been foundational for who we are as a community of disciples. It is brought to the attention of the apostles that the widows of the Greek-speaking Jewish-Christian community are being neglected in the daily sharing of food, probably because they do not speak the same language as the other Aramaic-speaking members, and so, cannot speak up for themselves. The response is swift and clear. The community’s decision is to form a new ministry group to be responsible for not the preaching and the teaching, but rather the sharing of the community’s goods to meet the corporal needs of all members equally. In effect, minority rights are respected, and authority is shared! The Greek speakers are put in charge of the entire control of the community’s resources and the disposition of food. Everyone in the community is in agreement with the relinquishing of this monetary authority to prayerfully chosen leaders from the Greek-speaking community. What is interesting for us to note is that persons who control the community’s purse also have a huge voice in setting the community’s agenda and priorities. The important thing is that the community was of one mind. Both sets of leaders shared the same spiritual qualities: wisdom, faith and reliance on the Holy Spirit. God’s love of justice is exemplified in the choosing of the deacons and the unity in diversity that prevailed.

Returning to the idea of security in our living into our life in God through the Risen Jesus, let’s take a look at the second reading in which Christians are described as a spiritual house and a holy priesthood. The imagery used is all about solidity. Jesus is the cornerstone and disciples are living stones who have transitioned from insecurity to security, from instability to stability; and this makes them a bridge to stability and empowerment for countless others. The living stones build upon the cornerstone imbued with divine life to build a spiritual house. In other words, by association with Christ, we become aware of our own divine spark, and help others to become aware of themselves as truly partakers in the divine life. In the much softer and more mystical words of Hildegard of Bingen, we are “feathers on the breath of God.”

And so, as the bearers of the divine spark, it is our responsibility to continue to unpack what it means to be a holy priesthood of living stones, serving a God who loves justice and who values us all equally.  It is my prayer that, in imitation of the  early Jerusalem community’s policy of preferential option for the poor, we, as 21st century American disciples of Jesus, may support and help bring to fruition  an economic vision for our world that coordinates our national interests with the interests of the global community – a policy that is inclusive and reciprocal and that values all of us equally, recognizing that (in the words of former naval officer and President of the United States, John F. Kennedy) “a rising tide floats all boats!”

Amen.
