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Today is Holy Thursday, and we are here to recollect history, to celebrate mystery and to believe that we are healed and can heal others. We are here to unite ourselves with the whole People of God; to make eucharist – giving thanks – for the gift of Jesus and his compassionate love.


We remember the Passover of our faithful God in Egypt and the freeing of the Hebrew slaves from bondage. We remember the washing of the disciples’ feet by Jesus, that great homily without words, signifying the essence of the reign of God, where all are loved, all are valued, and all are called to do for others what their Savior has done for them. We are made aware of the holiness of our interdependence with others. We are made aware of the godliness of mutual empowerment.


We also remember the passing over into new life of Jesus as he recalled the coming forth from Egypt of his people, accepting his call to lead others into new life through his dying and rising. (Paul interprets this for us in I Corinthians 11, verse 25, when he describes the unity of the Body of Christ, with none being slighted – the impossibility of eating and drinking Christ’s Body and Blood worthily and fruitfully without meeting the needs of the needy).

We celebrate eucharist – giving thanks for God’s great mercy towards God’s people. Jesus’ action at the Last Supper is literally a sharing of food –not only eating, but sharing! This action underlines the essential interdependence theme illustrated in the foot washing passage. Food is what keeps us alive. 

In her 1976 book, The Eucharist and the Hunger of the World, the late theologian Monika Hellwig writes….”Today’s world is groaning with a deep-rooted hunger, a painful hunger for authentic truth and love. On one level, this need of people is a spiritual one, but on another level, the world is being stalked by the specter of physical hunger and starvation which, if it does not kill its victims, it inevitably leaves them brutalized and robbed of their human dignity.”


There are questions we need to address today when we think about eucharist as the center of our lives which bring us into the mystery of Jesus’ death:
· Do we recognize our own neediness and interdependence with those outside our immediate circles?

· Do we recognize that it must be our work to be on a path toward reconciliation (that is, ever closer relationship) with God and with all of creation - practicing internal metanoia/change in order to effect external metanoia/change?

· Do we recognize that eucharist, properly understood, really shapes and transforms the community in all its activities, its values, and its expectations? Eucharistic liturgy can never remain just a ritual, but must become a source of pervasive change in the community;– not only the community gathered on a given occasion in a given place, but the community that makes up the church of Christ through the ages, across time and space – an extension of the action of Jesus Christ himself – effective because Jesus Christ is the doer! In reality, the effectiveness of the sacrament of eucharist is dependent on the profound and lasting conversion, transformation and configuration to Christ of those receiving it.

We may ask, what makes eucharist meaningful in our world today?  Our response would have to be that the eucharist is meaningfully celebrated today when the gospel of Christ has something to say and to offer in response to the social questions of our day – the questions of human suffering. To be nourished by Jesus as the Bread of Life means to come to share his life – and his life is to be for others – in the most concrete and exigeant ways. To celebrate eucharist meaningfully is to be a blessing to people as Jesus was – not asking what people deserve, but giving them what they need.

Jesus celebrated eucharist the night before he died. Jesus died because he was deemed subversive. I would suggest that the eucharistic life is by nature subversive. Living a eucharistic life calls us to assemble people for action – action that makes a difference, that is capable of bringing about change. We simply cannot live the public, world-building dimension of our lives devoid of concern for others, and yet claim to receive the blessing of Christ in the eucharist, because that blessing is precisely to set us free from selfishness and anxious preoccupations , and to make us capable of universal love.

Today is Holy Thursday. We have come together mindfully as the Eucharistic Community of Living Water. And with contrite hearts, we joyfully proclaim:

We remember! We celebrate! We believe!
