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Rev. Jacqueline M. Clarys, Homily

Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time: June 19, 2016

St. John’s United Church of Christ: 1:30 PM
First Reading: Zechariah 12:10–11.

Psalm 63. Response: “My soul is thirsting for You, O my God.”

Second Reading: Galatians 3:26–29.

Gospel Reading: Luke 9:18–24


A Mass of Thanksgiving is, for me, especially about the Joy of Community. And though we’ve had a week that has been filled with pain and sadness over the tragedy in Orlando, my heart has been lifted up many times by the responses we have witnessed. I am always grateful for my Beloved Community, but especially in this week, I take great comfort, and yes, pride, in the fact that ours is a community that is a true ally for our LGBT sisters and brothers. And, I take great Joy in having been called by such a community: my heart is filled to overflowing—I am deeply grateful for each one of you. I am grateful for our Living Water Community, for the trust that has been placed in me, and for a future that we look to, together. Together, we stand in solidarity with the marginalized; together, we create an expression of inclusive community that is fully accessible to all people; together, we bear witness to the Love that made and carries us all. St. Paul has said to us, in a reading that has come to mean more and more to me, “All are one in Christ Jesus.” I would add to his words that all are called—to love, to witness, to prophecy. 

Our first reading, taken from one of several Divine Oracles found in the book of Zechariah, speaks to this ideal in which all participate in the bringing forth of the sacred. The name Zechariah means, “God Remembered.” It symbolizes the main theme of this book: God’s Remembering of the people. Because they remember God, God remembers them, paving the way for a glorious future, one filled with hope and blessing. Zechariah was probably a Zadokite priest, which would have associated him with something called the Holiness School, scriptural writings and thought that “…prioritize[d] an ideal sacral wholeness of people and land centered on God’s indwelling presence.”
 The context of today’s passage is one in which the priests are being called into question for having pretended to have special access to the sacred. They have not done a good job. Here, God pours out upon the people a Spirit of “pity and compassion” so that prophecy becomes the province of the people. This passage speaks to an ideal, a “…wondrous age in which all people are visionaries….”
 

Our second reading extends the idea of the sacred indwelling through the use of clothing imagery: we are to clothe ourselves in Christ. In other New Testament passages, we are advised to also clothe ourselves in Love (Col 3:14), and in Humility (1Pet 5:5). In St. Paul’s time, as now, clothing signaled social class and status. By contrast, to clothe oneself in Christ is to erase all distinctions of class and status: “All are One in Christ Jesus.” In connection with these words, I can’t help but think of the many reports and commentaries of this past week, as we have all mourned with the people of Orlando, and in particular, with our LGBT sisters and brothers. I’m reminded especially of a heart-wrenching account by a surgeon who tended the wounded and dying after the heinous tragedy at the Pulse nightclub. He described his surgery work shoes as being soaked with the blood of the 54 people he tended, blood that looks the same whether it came from male, female, gay, straight, black, or white people, and I would add, whatever their Spirituality. For me, the photo of his shoes is a true, lifeblood image that brings home today’s message from Paul, “All are One, in Christ Jesus.” The surgeon closed his reflection by noting that he’d seen the best of humanity rise to meet the worst of humanity. His observation speaks to the paradox referenced in today’s Gospel. In much the same way that The Beloved Community absorbed, and infused meaning into Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection, our greater Beloved Community gathers around the people of Orlando, to bind up wounds, to gather meaning around the suffering and death we have witnessed, and to take action. To be alive in Christ, and to experience Christ alive in us, leads to an acceptance of the unified oneness of our existence, and to the loving perspective of Jesus the Christ. An inclusive community knows that to be clothed in Christ is not to belong to an exclusive club: rather, it is to seek our identity in Jesus’ inclusive way of living and loving. 

Which is why Peter would have thought of Jesus as God’s Messiah: the experience Peter had of Jesus would have warranted the designation. Yet, Jesus forbids Peter to say anything about “God’s Messiah.” The Messiah or Christ figure of Jesus’ time was one of royalty, bringing with it expectations of the restoration of Israel: Christ, or “God’s Anointed One” was a title given to the Davidic King. In Peter’s worldview, who better than Jesus to fulfill this great role. Yet, The Servant Leader seems to have something else in mind, something even more important than external power and material concerns. Maybe, Jesus is saying to Peter, “Don’t be distracted by Messianic expectations.” Here, Jesus seems to take the focus that has been on a future, hierarchical power, and turn it once more to the inner life, thereby empowering his followers to be present to the sacred in the here and now: we are asked to take up our cross. The Christian legacy of this idea of “taking up our cross” is a rich one that is central to Christianity, and is a task that is unique to each person. But there is one aspect of the task that is common to all of us: To take up our cross is to locate and develop our core personal agency, the place in us where our Humanity intersects with our Divinity. The wholeness of healthy relationship with ourselves, with one another, and with God exists in us, in that place. To be the change we wish to see will require that we understand ourselves in this sacred way, as Divinity-infused beings. Though distractions are and will be many, we may trust, and take refuge in this core fact of our existence. We are, each of us, imago dei, made in the image of God. And as such, we are fully connected to the Source of all that is, the Living Water: it is the wellspring of Love, which can never run dry. So Love on, my Friends. Unconditional Love only grows, as we give it away.
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