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Is. 55:10-11
Ps. 65
Rom. 8:18-23
Mt. 13:1-23

Today’s readings invite us to pay attention to the season of growing and farming we enjoy these mid-summer months. Jesus tells us a story about planting seeds with no care about which ones will wither and which ones will grow to maturity bringing a full complement of fruit.

Isaiah tells us not to be concerned about how the seeds planted will grow to harvest because God is in charge. The rain will come down making the earth fertile and fruitful. And, like God’s word as it goes out to the world, it will achieve the end for which it was sent.

These two hope-filled readings are somewhat tempered by Paul’s observations to the Church at Rome: Don’t be worried about what is happening in our present day, don’t worry because we and all of creation are in transition. What we see, hear and know today is only a foreshadow and promise of what God has in store. Paul compares this present stress and painful situation to that of one great act of giving birth.
What we can learn from Isaiah’s selection is no matter what we perceive is going on around us, in our own lives, in the life of our families and communities and even in the larger world community, as surely as rain waters our earth, God is working deeply inside evolution. Subtle, slow, not visible with our human eyes, God’s word is never without effect. All things including each of us, are being drawn toward their fulfillment.

When we plant a seed, we believe that something good will come out of it. So, we nurture, water, protect, and some of us even speak encouragement to this new life growing right in front of us.
Scholars agree that Jesus used metaphors and often parables to explain his message. Most scripture scholars agree that the first nine or so verses from Matthew’s Chapter 13 actually came from Jesus. The rest of the passage we heard today are explanations each of the gospel writers used to speak to their particular community. Mark’s, the earliest of the written gospels spoke to his church in the 60’s, merely 30 years or so after Jesus’ resurrection; later Matthew’s gospel spoke to the church of the 70’s and Luke’s, the latest of all was the church of the 90’s.

Each gospel writer focuses their attention on the soil receiving the seed. Sister of St.  Joseph, Mary McGlone invites us to look instead at the Sower, not the soil. Here is the Sower flinging seed all over the place. What sprouts, but doesn’t flourish gives nourishment to the soil. What doesn’t even sprout, might be carried off by the birds and planted in another place, maybe farther away than the Sower could even imagine.
Suppose the Sower is God and the seeds are the chances God gives us. Chance after chance, maybe one day those chances will yield 30, 60, or 100 or even 10-fold? And what if we took Isaiah at his word: God’s work keeps on whether we know it or not, whether we see it or not or whether we feel it or not. Jesus recognized and gave thanks to Abba God for the fruitful work accomplished in the world.

Most of us are not farmers, but we plant seeds every day. They are seeds of kindness, concern, assistance, prayer. We are parents, spouses, teachers, citizens, laborers, lawyers, hospital workers, bus drivers, cooks, the list goes on and on. Each given chances to plant seeds.  Blessed are our eyes when we see each other as Jesus did. That is how the power of God’s word gets into us, making us and our communities fruitful and fulfilling the will of God who gives us life. Amen.
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