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Beloved Brothers and Sisters,


During Holy Week, we are accustomed to hearing accounts of Jesus’ passion and death from all of the various gospel accounts. Sometimes, the effect of that practice can be that they can all meld together, and it is easy to make the assumption what we read is actually a compilation of different eye witness accounts with somewhat different details. But that is not exactly the case. While each of the gospel writers indeed had a particular lense through which he reported the events of Christ’s death and resurrection, the gospel of John, from which we read every Good Friday, is quite unique. John’s gospel is more mystical; that is to say that it is more concerned with the deeper meaning of what happened at the cross and the tomb rather than the reporting of the details. In John’s gospel, the crucifixion is not really treated as a humiliating event. Instead, the crucifixion, as well as the resurrection, is cast as a manifestation of God’s glory; and so, the two cannot be separated out into seeming defeat and ultimate triumph. Rather, they are two sides of the same coin.

Whether he is speaking to the arresting soldiers, the high priest or Pontius Pilate, Jesus is in control of the conversation. Even knowing that these people have the physical power and the worldly authority to put him to death, Jesus is not hesitant to persist in his witness to the truth because he is at peace, knowing that he is in union with the will of the One who sent him. His mission is to share that peace, that union that he enjoys with the Holy One with all who follow him. That union with God, is what Jesus has come to offer. He gives himself over completely to accomplishing this mission in full confidence that life eternal is his. His message to us is that it is ours too if we follow him in seeking that At-One-ment with God, for ourselves and for our world.


A familiar Good Friday message has always been that Jesus – the one united with God - suffered and died for us. I believe that when we say that Jesus died for us, he died to show us the way – to show us how to choose a relationship of oneness with God. But, there is another, deeper way to look at this relationship between ourselves and Jesus. What if we thought of the suffering of Jesus as more than Jesus suffering for us? Because Jesus relied completely on his relationship of union with the Father, can we not say that the Creator of all that is suffered with Jesus? And by extension, we can even dare to say  that the Father and the Son – indeed, the entire Trinity - suffer with us and with all creation. Now that’s different from for us! With is a preposition of relationship. It implies that God is always with us – in all of our joys, and our sorrows and sufferings. This with-us is not a transaction, not a quid pro quo, but rather a loving and constant and faithful relationship. The with model of Jesus’ suffering says that the cross  isn’t a contract between God and sinners satisfied by the death of Jesus; rather the cross is God’s definitive expression of kinship and love – that everything, everywhere, through all time is connected in and through our very being as creatures of the One Source of All Being– even through  pain and suffering. We are with Jesus on the cross, not at a distance from it, and Jesus, on the cross, is with us in everything, including our present affliction of the coronavirus pandemic and all the suffering it entails, - just as he is and always has been on every broken-hearted, betrayal-laden, blood-soaked day of human history.
 
Such  is God’s ComPassion (God’s suffering with us); that is the deepest meaning of Jesus’ cross. In the suffering Christ, we find the hope to endure, and a love and compassion for others and for all creation. We find the power to enact God’s dream of love and justice for the whole world. We are with God, and God is with us.


Lastly, dear sisters and brothers, let us remember that the Passion according to John is the culmination of a book the theme of which is a journey from darkness to light: Jesus is inviting us to step beyond our own security to a place where we can let go and let God, who is our only true security, a place where we can embrace and transcend our own darkness, and enter a new consciousness that puts all values with which we have previously lived life into a new and interconnected context. We are invited to place our trust – to live at-One - with God – to follow the way of Jesus which opens us up to life abundant, to wholeness. 

Make no mistake! This is not an easy road. Judas Iscariot, if you will,  is the eternal symbol of those who are invited, but cannot make the transition to the new consciousness; Peter, by contrast, is the symbol of those who do make the transition – albeit with difficulty! Hooray for Peter! He, like all of us, has a deep drive to survive by his own wits. He, like us, wants to maintain control of the process; he wants to know the outcome. Jesus, by his courageous example, embraces and models  the new consciousness that transcends individual being, and reveals that we are not alone – we are in this together – and living our lives need not be at the mercy of every disruptive force we encounter. Ultimately, Peter is able to move beyond the human to see the full meaning of Jesus, where the human and the divine are experienced as flowing together into Oneness. Consequently, Peter is able to give witness to the truth that the Oneness of God is ultimately to be discerned in the oneness of all of God’s people.
May it be so.
