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Is. 58:7-10

Ps. 112

1 Cor. 2:1-5


Matt. 5:13-16

Like St. Paul in the second reading today, I too can say, “When I first came among you, it was with some trepidation. One year ago, I did not come proclaiming God’s testimony with any particular eloquence or wisdom.  My preaching did not rest on anything but the convincing power of the Holy Spirit.” Your faith did not rest on human wisdom, but on the power of Abba God. So, Happy Anniversary, WHIMM!
The reading from Isaiah and from Matthew are what we may lovingly refer to as “oldies, but goodies.” Without a doubt, Jesus would have known Isaiah’s words, most probably by heart. As a devout Jew he had heard that scripture all his life. At some point, however, he began to understand it as words directed to him. Him, Jesus right there where he was, not just words for the Jewish nation, not just for the priests and Levites, but for him. Jesus looked around at the injustices of his world, and he heard God’s word telling him what he needed to do.

One way he did that was speaking the truth to everyone he met. It didn’t matter if the person was a leader in the Synagogue, a political person, a government official or rich person. He told people by his words and actions. He tells us, “Let your light shine before others so they may see the good that you do and give glory to God.”

Matthew also tells us to be salt for the earth, not just light. Loosing taste when you are salt is hard for me to understand, salt is salt, right? Insipid is a word that resonates for me.  Think about an old opened jar of horseradish you just found at the back of the refrigerator. When you open it, it is good for nothing but to be thrown out.
Christianity today, I sometimes think, has become insipid in some cases. People can seem to be more focused on the idea of Jesus rather than the reality of Jesus. People like the notion of heavenly bliss in the future, after they have died, but don’t change anything in this world. The Jesus of the gospels addressed and challenged the social, economic and political injustices of his day. He didn’t tell parables about how to get to heaven nor did he give anyone the top ten ways to improve a personal relationship with him. He is the Jesus who teaches us to enter into relationships with each other, even our enemies and those who cannot pay us back for any service we may have rendered. The Jesus of the gospels demands that we forgive one another (yes 70 times 7) share with each other, and make sure everyone has enough.

Christianity that has forgotten what the gospel Jesus teaches is Christianity that has lost its way. It is beyond insipid, to my mind it is dangerous. Christianity that has been divorced from the ethical teachings of Jesus has throughout history have often become a powerful tool for the unscrupulous to use against the vulnerable and marginalized. Those who are not like us, those people.
The Christianity of the socially, politically or racially powerful is not counter-cultured. It does not promote justice or inclusion not peace.  To me, this is exactly what we are called to witness. We are to be counter culture, peace makers, justice seekers and lights on the hill. Are we perfect, no. But we are striving for the change we need.  In our everyday small ways, we are invited to take these teachings of Jesus, offer our words of comfort, words of love and encouragement, our acts of compassion and deeds of justice.  To the best of our ability we rediscover the gospel Jesus taught. We gather to share the meal that strengthens us for the task ahead.
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