30th Sunday Ordinary Time, year C
Sirach 35: 12-14; 16-18

2Timothy 4:6-8; 16-18

Luke 18: 9-14


In today’s very familiar readings, we may be tempted to think, I get it, don’t go before God all puffed up with my own goodness. That is certainly part of the message, but I believe there is more.

The first line from the Wisdom reading of the book of Sirach reminds us that God is the God of justice who knows no favorites.  The parable from Luke explains how God is in love with each of us.  Each of us belongs to God.  To me the parable explains the line from Sirach: God knows no favorites.


These past several weeks, Luke’s gospel has revealed how Jesus instructed his apostles.  It is nearing the end of his ministry. There are some really important things he wants them and us to remember.  One of those things is about prayer.  Prayer should be an expression of faith in God. We saw in an earlier teaching from Luke, that when we have done everything we were supposed to do, to remember we are still servants.  We have done nothing extra, we are doing only what is required of us.  

The Pharisee is today’s gospel forgets that the good things he has done are not what makes a person holy or good.  The good we do, the good that is done by anyone is because God is good. The goodness therefore comes from God, not from ourselves. The Pharisee’s spirit of self sufficiency is revealed in his prayer.  His prayer is really to himself, not God.

The prophet Micah reminds us what Yahweh asks each of us:  Act justly; love tenderly; walk humbly with your God.


Our attitude must be one of humility.  We stand before Abba God aware that everything we bring to God has been gifted to us.  All we can really bring before God is our desire and need for God’s love and mercy.


The parable is another reminder that we must put aside comparing ourselves to others, comparing our worth and goodness to what we see others accomplish and do.  We need to look at the things we ourselves do; the things we forget to do or even choose not to do.  The tax-collector, who offers his prayer, remembers to do exactly that.  He went home with God in his heart; he was filled with God and not with himself.


Today’s first reading, the psalm response and the gospel tell us pretty much the same thing: stop judging others.  We are all God’s people called to be holy and called to reflect God’s goodness.  Ours is a God of justice who knows no favorites.  The Psalm reminds us God hears the cry of the poor.  Our task is simply to treat all people equally; to listen to their cry, to continue to work for justice.

The Catholic Church has a long tradition of working for the common good.  We haven’t always been perfect, but we continue bit by bit. In our continued work for justice we strive to live in right relationship with others, with our planet and with all creation.


Pope Francis reminds us in his encyclical, Laudato Si that we have “an ethical imperative for effectively attaining the common good.” It is an ethical imperative, not simply something we do if we want to, or if we find the time, or it fits into our schedule. It is at the heart of what we are called to be as Christians.  If we seek to imitate Christ, we must work for justice. It is hard to think about the work ahead of us if we come before God full of ourselves and the many good things we have already done.

Like the tax-collector, we must come before God empty; we must come in great hope.  It will be the mercy of God and God’s infinite, unwavering, unchanging love for us that will fill us mercy and love recharging and renewing us for the task ahead. May it be so.
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