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For a week now, we have been celebrating the message of Easter: Jesus, who died at the hands of the powerful, has been raised by God to life. And we are filled with joy because that means that life in abundance is to be ours as a result of Christ’s triumph over sin and death. It is a great reversal – a great re-framing of what constitutes true power, true goodness, true peace – peace that emanates from justice and not from domination and force. 
And today, we witness the encounter of the Risen One with Thomas, who seems to have missed out on the events of the week. We also hear about Peter and the other disciples as told in Acts 5, who are emboldened to be proclaimers of God’s salvation, and also healers – healers of those who haven’t yet heard the news – healers of the world around them (bringers of Tikkun Olam – Repair of the World - as it is expressed in Hebrew). It is also important to note that the church has decided to celebrate this second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy Sunday. So it would be important to explore a bit what divine mercy means in the context of the resurrection of Jesus, and in the context of what his resurrection means for us all as the present-day community of his disciples.
Let’s begin with the gospel. What is the deeper message of the encounter of Jesus with Thomas in the Upper Room? Certainly, Thomas wants to know what the other disciples know. He wants to experience the reality they have experienced. On the surface, for Thomas, it is a sensory encounter with the reality of the risen Jesus.  But surely, the author did not intend this as simply a “show and tell” or even a “proof” of the resurrection. Remember that John is writing quite a few years later for a community in distress – one that has been exiled from the synagogue – a community that is feeling somewhat insecure, and is seeking to reassure itself that all shall be well, and that Jesus really is “their” Jesus, the one who understands fear and pain and suffering, but who has conquered it. 

Let’s listen to the conversation.  If we listen carefully, we hear that Jesus’ first words are: “Peace be with you.” Only then does Jesus invite Thomas to touch him, and to assure himself that Jesus is really and truly present. Only then is Thomas able to hear what Jesus has to impart to them all concerning what sort of peace he is offering.
From what Jesus goes on to share with his disciples on that occasion in the Upper Room, and during his remaining time with them, they learn that the message of salvation they carry is intricately bound up with the healing they bring and the justice they proclaim as Jesus’ ambassadors. We know from many sources, not to mention our own life experience itself that true peace requires a committed process of justice-seeking and the building up of right relationships. Jesus makes clear that he is sending his disciples forth in the power of the Spirit to do just that.  Jesus’ brand of peace-making entails going out to the highways and byways, to the edge – the margins. It entails bringing in the outcast. It turns upside down societal conventions re: first and last, blessed and cursed, rich and poor. So, in fact, we need to ask ourselves, is justice-seeking a necessary component of Divine Mercy? Does the peace that Jesus gives translate as divine mercy? And does not that peace in fact involve right relationships – the key component of the reign of God?
To be a disciple of the Risen One – a proclaimer of the Good News of reconciliation and peace, we need to commit to work for the renewal of our human constructs in the world – the systems that we live in – all of them. We need to commit to feeding, healing and empowering – physically, emotionally, legally and spiritually – those who are oppressed. We need to commit to being one in solidarity with all who struggle for justice. In sum, we need to commit to relentlessly pursuing every avenue toward transformation to a just society.


What about the cost of following Jesus in this way? I guess that’s where the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit comes in – making the impossible possible with the power of God – even in the face of war, mass incarceration, ubiquitous guns, domestic violence, and just the day-to-day struggles to subsist.  Christian disciples must continue to be leaven to a needy society until Christ’s coming. Being the bearers of Divine Mercy means staying the course!

Like the original disciples, we can –in spite of our fears and misgivings and doubts, as well as very real dangers, - we can go out, unlocking the locked doors. We can stand together with the outsider – bring him or her inside – sharing the Good News of the love and mercy of the God who raised Jesus and who wills life abundant for us all. 

Thomas certainly had his doubts! We all have them, I think. The real question for Thomas – and may be for us too is – Is this the Jesus we knew? One like us subject to fear and doubt and pain?  Or is this some new heavenly being with whom we have little in common? We somehow need to know if this is the Jesus who was wounded…And does the resurrected One “remember” the wounds? Because it matters when we consider what it means for us to be sent by the wounded, but now resurrected Jesus. My sense is that the wounded and vulnerable Jesus depended for his courage on the Spirit’s abiding presence, and so must we. Jesus’ Spirit must be our Spirit. We must know and believe this deep within. And we must know, as Peter and the apostles did, that with the Holy Spirit, we can stay the course and we cannot fail. 

We are sent as Jesus was sent.

