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Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-7; John 20:19-31; Psalm 118, Give thanks to our God who is good, whose love is everlasting. 

P. Christ is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia!

R. He is risen indeed, Alleluia, Aklleluia


Although we’ll be celebrating Easter for the next 50 days or so, I want to take us back to Good Friday for a minute this morning. And I’d like us to reflect on the Passion as it’s recorded by Matthew, because that’s where we hear that at the moment of Jesus’ death, the Temple curtain was torn in two, top to bottom.


We don’t often talk about the Temple curtain. But as you may or may not know, the curtain that divided the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple in Jerusalem wasn‘t anything like your average living room drapes. The Jewish historian Josephus tells us that the curtain was the thickness of a man’s hand. It was about 70 feet high and  30 feet long. In other Jewish writings, we learn that It took 80 young women a year working full time to make two of these curtains, weaving the squares and  sewing them together. It’s said that it weighed a few tons;  it’s also said that teams of horses pulling on both ends couldn’t tear the curtain apart. And God forbid  -- if   the curtain ever got stained, it took 300 specially-designated priests to wash and dry the curtain and rehang it.  

This one little line in the Passion about the curtain in the Temple splitting from top-to-bottom is almost a throw-away verse. It comes at the moment when Jesus has just died. And I think most of us are caught up in the story at that moment and we miss the significance of it.  But the curtain was immense, and it could never have been torn by human hands – certainly not from the top to the bottom. No, at the moment when Jesus died, Matthew used the tearing of the curtain as a symbol of God’s inviting humanity into the Holy of Holies. Jesus’ death literally broke down the immense barrier between divinity and humanity, and we were all invited into the Holy of Holies. Or maybe more accurately stated, we were invited to be the Holy of Holies, the place where God dwells. And it’s the enormous implications of this invitation to live in God – and to believe that we actually dwell in God – that we see acted out in our readings today

 In the Acts of the Apostles, we see the young Christian community as it evolves. They are of one mind and one heart. They are attending to those in need. They are caring for each other as Jesus would have cared for them. They have moved behind the Temple curtain and are answering the invitation to live in and  as God.  

In our second reading, John say that we can overcome the world, so long as we remember that we are children of God, born of God, with the power and the responsibility to share God with the world. For those who walk in faith with Jesus, who follow the path he has laid out for us,  the curtain of the Temple has been torn in two and we can walk right through.   
And in John’s Gospel, Jesus show us that it doesn’t matter how or when you receive and follow him … only that you do. You can be the disciples on Easter Sunday evening receiving Jesus with joy, or you can be Thomas a week later wanting a little proof before you make a commitment. Both cases are OK by Jesus. All that matters is that Jesus says to us all  “As my God has sent me, so I am sending you.”  To live lives of peace … to really accept that we are empowered to bring God into the world through our love and forgiveness of others and of ourselves.
So I think the message today is that the Temple curtain wasn’t torn apart for nothing! It was torn apart so we could walk into the Holy of Holies, directly into the presence of a loving God, and learn – each of us – how to bring that presence into the world. And no one size fits all. Each of us is on a journey, and what we do and how we do it will change with our stage in life. One day we’re free and young and full of activist, college energy; the next, we have children and a job and adult responsibilities;  the next, we’re retired and beginning to deal with the diminishments of aging. But just as Jesus accepted the faith and the commitment of all his disciples, including the iffy ones like James & John, Peter and Thomas, so too does he accept what we can do when we can do it. Whatever we can do to bring our God out of the Holy of Holies, out from behind the curtain, and into the world will, in the words of John’s letter, ”overcome the world.”
And our world needs some overcoming. So pick something and do something, large or small. Bring the love of God out of the sanctuary and into the world. That’s why the curtain was torn. That’s why we’re here praying at this liturgy today. And it’s why we will leave to go out and continue to proclaim the Easter Good News – Christ is Risen, Alleluia, Alleluia! He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia, Alleluia!             
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