Homily Notes, May 17, 2020 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
After reviewing the READINGS for this SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, what struck me most was the IDEA, or WORD: TRANSITION. 
TRANSITION, is defined as the process, or a period of CHANGING from one state or condition to another.
Ever since Easter Sunday, we have been reading from the Acts of the Apostles. This second scroll (book) written by Luke, was unfortunately separated from his Gospel when the Christian Scriptures were organized and printed in one book.
The Gospel According to Luke, which related the life and works of Jesus, was followed by the Gospel of John, which seemed to put Luke’s, ACTS OF THE APOSTLES in a different category.
And, indeed it is. Luke writes an account of the works of the followers of Jesus, after Jesus died and was buried. It is a TRANSITIONAL account. Things, and people change.
I keep telling myself to take the time to read THE ACTS through, as it is printed in the Bible, not to be satisfied with only the small portions selected for Sunday Masses. THE ACTS reads like a novel. The Apostles and Disciples are on their own, and the characters and events we read about are not too different from the people and the difficult issues that we see in the Church today. And things are going to CHANGE. A local Jewish sect is TRANSITIONING to a world wide Religion.
Easter Sunday was THE SUPER TRANSITIONAL EVENT. Jesus, of Nazareth died as a result of all the torment, and torture, and finally being nailed to a cross. HE DIED. There was no doubt about it. When His body was tenderly placed in that tomb, His weeping mother knew he was dead. Those friends who loved him enough to
stick with Him, and His Mother, to the bitter end, they were sure He was dead.
But Life, and Love, refuse to get stuck on Good Fridays. Time has to move on. In todays Gospel, before His death, when Jesus was at table with His followers, He warned them that He was going away. Things were going to CHANGE. CHANGE makes everyone nervous; we don’t know what to expect.. So Jesus promises that He will not leave them orphans. They would not be entirely on their own; He will be with them in a new way.
It took time and patience for the Apostles to understand that a TRANSITION was in process. Jesus, after His death, would TRANSITION from WALKING visibly with them, to DWELLING within them.
On Easter Sunday morning the women just had to come to the tomb with their oils and spices. They couldn’t bear to leave the body of the man who showed them such respect. HE taught them, He cured them, He protected them. He listened to what they had to say! — They COULD NOT, they WOULD NOT leave Him lying in the tomb still covered with the blood, sweat, and dirt from His crucifixion. They knew what was expected in a proper burial of the dead, and they intended to do it! Well, WE KNOW they didn’t do it. And we also know that God delighted in their good INTENTIONS, even though they would suffer temporary pain and panic, thinking someone had stolen His body.
TRANSITIONAL events usually take time to play out.
It took the followers of Jesus a little time, and a few prodding encounters with the RISEN Jesus before they could grasp the joy of it all. It took time and conviction for them to have the courage to spread that Easter joy to others. And, WHAT IS THE EASTER MESSAGE? Death is not the end of our lives, it is the beginning of a new life, in a new realm with God. What is it like? No one really knows. What do we have to do to enter God’s realm? Keep God’s laws with love, and love others as we love ourselves. Who will show us how to do this?
Jesus, indwelling in our minds and hearts, inspiring us with His teachings and example. This will save us from ourselves.
In The Acts, when the Apostles were on their own, we read that Peter the Fisherman, stood up (apparently in the Temple area) “with the eleven and addressed the crowd.” Can you imagine Peter, the Good Friday Peter, the cowardly, the lying, the I don’t know the man, Peter, calling out to the crowd:
“Women and men of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem! Listen to what I have to say. Let the whole House of Israel know beyond any doubt that God made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Messiah and Sovereign.” Peter had CHANGED.
Peter was changing.
He boldly told the crowd that he ate and drank with the RISEN Jesus; and they, with malice, were the ones who crucified Him. Peter was no longer afraid that he would be stoned, or arrested.
{omit}
At Easter time we sing joyful Alleluias in our churches,
we decorate our Church buildings with the most beautiful flowers. Mothers want to dress their Children in new Easter clothes, as if to emulate nature. Fruit trees are vying with one another to clothe their bare branches with blossoms of the most delicate pastels. Spring sunshine and showers cause the earth to sprout life everywhere. {omit}
Philip was making CHANGE.
Our First reading today told us about Philip the Deacon who was one among seven people selected from the Jerusalem Community to serve tables. We are not told why Philip went to Samaria. Scripture says he PROCLAIMED THE MESSIAH TO THEM. Well, this devout and prudent young man learned that serving tables was not the limit of his vocation. Was he as surprised as the heretical and despised Samaritans were when at his telling about Jesus, shrieking devils were being driven out of people, and many who could not move, or
walk were cured and walking around? Was Jesus the one they were waiting for?
THE REJOICING IN THE TOWN ROSE TO A FEVER PITCH.
After Philip Baptized them, Peter and John came to Samaria to (check out their intentions?) “lay hands on them” and welcome this once despised group into the Community of Jesus.
We are in a TRANSITIONAL PERIOD TODAY. A VIRUS we cannot even see, nor understand how it does its deadly work has affected all our lives. We had to CHANGE our PLANS, CHANGE our HABITS of grooming, socializing, traveling, working, shopping, recreating and even worshiping. All these adjustments most of us are willing to endure in the hope that the Virus will not spread, and the Medical Scientists will soon find a cure to kill, or contain it.
As we wait, more or less, with patience in this TRANSITIONAL time between PANDEMIC and NORMAL LIVING we are going to suffer. And worry will be whispering in our ear every time we stop to think.
{omit} { We are going to suffer discomforts, we will miss our {families, parents will be harried trying to continue {their work while confined to home along with their {children. We will be desperate for income, having {lost our job, or our business.{omit}
We are not comfortable with SUFFERING and WORRYING. It tries to pull us down. If we don’t take charge of our emotions they could spiral down out of control and change us into irritable, grouchy, rude, uncooperative, selfish and violent people.
How can we channel our pains and losses in such a way that they can be CHANGED from negative experiences, to spiritual gifts offered to God, for the benefit of others, or, for our own spiritual growth.
For Catholics, the Mass (the Liturgy of the Eucharist) is the preeminent prayer of the Entire Church. When we bring the bread to the altar table, we are symbolically putting our lives there. And when we say the words of consecration while we recall the presence and words of Jesus at the Last Supper, Jesus accepts our gifts, joins them to His precious life, and presents us all to His Heavenly Father. When we receive communion we truly receive, and become, the Mystical Body of Christ.
Living with the conscious indwelling of Christ in our daily lives we can more easily endure the pains and worries of daily life with blessed Peace and Joy.
“I will not leave you orphaned, I will come back to you.”
On that day you will know that I am in God and you are in me, and I am in you.”
(John 14)
