Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily, January 14, 2024
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle B

1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19; 1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20; John 1:35-432; Psalm 40, Here I am, Adonai, I come to do your will.

I’m finding it a little hard to wrap my head around the fact that it’s only been a few weeks since we celebrated the feast of Jesus’ birth on Christmas. One Sunday after that, we honored the Holy Family. The Sunday after that, we welcomed the Magi. And because Lent starts on Valentine’s Day this year, we’ve compressed our liturgical calendar a bit. This year, we’ve lost the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus, and we’ve jumped from the Magi right into the public ministry of Jesus, which is where we find ourselves today.

Over the weeks between now and Lent, we’ll begin to see Jesus in Mark’s Gospel inviting people again and again to follow his call. Over the next few Sundays, Jesus will be calling Simon and Andrew to follow him. He’ll be calling an unclean spirit out of a person. He’ll be calling Simon’s mother-in-law up from her sick bed. And he’ll be calling a person with leprosy to be healed. So, I think it’s probably fitting that throughout our readings today, we’re invited to reflect on the idea of call and response. What is it we’re called to do? And how are we called to respond? 

One model of response to a call from God might be seen in our first reading. Samuel hears a call but misinterprets it. However once Eli helps Samuel understand who it is that’s calling him, Samual answers with what we might call a blank check response. In today’s reading, Samuel is ready to serve, and places his entire life at the disposition of God, offering to do whatever God might ask of him. He says, “Here I am, YHWH, I am listening.” Samuel goes full throttle in his trusting, unquestioning response to God’s call. And we will make Samuel’s response our own in a few minutes when we sing the words Here I am, Lord. And that’s one way of responding to a call – placing oneself entirely at God’s disposal, and not asking any questions. 

Our second reading presents yet another type of call and response. Here, it’s a call to obedience to a moral law. We can deliberate on the specifics of Paul’s approach to sexuality and the human body. But in the end, I think he’s pretty clear in saying that we’re called to be members of the Body of Christ. As such, we’re called to recognize the Spirit in ourselves and in each other. For Paul, there is a moral code that calls us as members of Christ, and our response is obedience to that moral code. 

So, we might find ourselves a little nervous about following Samuel’s example of having complete trust in whatever God might call us to do. But we might also find ourselves a little constrained by Paul’s emphasis on obedience to a moral law as the way to know how God calls us. Lucky for us, there is a third way, and Jesus introduces us to it in today’s reading from the Gospel of John. 

Scripture scholars pretty much across-the-board tell us that John’s is a mystical Gospel. We interpret it at the risk of losing its deeper meaning. In particular, John’s verbs of perception – seeing, hearing, tasting – almost always have a deeper meaning. So, when two of John the Baptizer’s disciples say, “Where are you staying?,” Jesus replies, “Come and see.”  He’s not just inviting these two guys check out his man cave. No, in John’s Gospel, that invitation to come and see is a call to know the place where Jesus dwells. Jesus’ come and see is an invitation to enter deeply into the heart of  the Divine, which is exactly where Jesus dwells. And once having visited there, what else could those disciples do but invite others in by saying, “We have found the Messiah, the Anointed One.” 

A call to come and see, to dwell in the heart of God, and then bring that Presence back into the world is a third kind of call and response. It’s not as simple as Samuel’s hearing a voice telling him what to do. It’s not as black and white as Paul’s insistence on adherence to a moral law. But it does afford us an immense opportunity for transformation. 
Following Jesus’ invitation to come and see will be a unique journey for each of us. Resting with Jesus in the heart of God, I may find that God calls me to service. God may call me to prayer. God may call me to witness to peace by taking actions for justice. God may call me to small, everyday acts of kindness and compassion. Or God may call me to know myself more deeply by taking time for Beth-ing, for Lance-ing, for Bill-ing, for Joan-ing. Who knows what call lies in the heart of God for each of us? We can pray, with the psalmist, Here I am, Adonai, I come to do your will. But many, if not most, days we won’t be completely sure what that will even is.  All we know is that we’ll never know unless we take the time – real time in periods of silent reflection – to answer Jesus’ call to come and see. 
It can be a little unnerving to reflect on what will our lives be like if we accept Jesus’ invitation to come and see, especially when we don’t know what the outcome of that will be. But Franciscan Sister, Ilia Delio, shares a thought for the new year that I find encouraging. She says …
Do not let the mystery of the unknown hold you back from life. Engage that mystery by approaching, accepting, and living in it. … Now is the time to live, to wonder, to dream new dreams, to hope, to be a bit crazy at times, to turn off the routine road of life and try a new path. Nothing can be more depressing than living like a machine, in the routine, predictable sameness of a closed, bounded existence. Machines wear out, but living things move on. Life feeds on creativity and adventure because God is creativity and adventure. So be Godly. Be wild in love, reach out beyond your comfortable borders. Let this new year bear witness to a new type of person, homo universalis, the person of deep interconnectedness, deep compassion, deep mercy, deep forgiveness, and deep creativity.

In other words, even in these turbulent times of political and social unknowing, don’t hold back. Don’t wait, like Samuel, to hear the voice of God telling you what to do. Don’t simply follow the call of the commandments. Be the person who follows Jesus’ invitation to come and see. If we do, then our lives will be a testament to the Messiah whom we are sure to find living in the place where Divinity dwells. Amen. 
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