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Genesis 2:18-25
Psalm 127:1-5
Hebrews 2:9-12
Mark 10:2-16

The readings for today are uncannily appropriate for the days we are trying to live through.

From Genesis, we hear the poetic version of the creation story.  God creates Adam and then invites him to name each animal and all the other living things. But there is no suitable companion for Adam. Until God creates woman. In an instant, Adam recognizes his life partner. She is made of flesh and blood sharing the same human dignity, a companion and equal.
Created equal, but we must ask how equal women truly are in today’s world.

Women in the U.S don’t have equal rights. Misogyny is particularly noticeable these days. Within the past two weeks, we witnessed the Senate hearings where the testimony of a woman was dismissed while a man’s loud voice and angry denial was deemed accepted as truth.
In our Church, we see that women aren’t the equal of men. Even though many parish ministers, lay ministers, are women. Statistics show that 80% of the 30,000 women who minister are paid less than the 20% of the men who serve in similar ministries. Not one woman-priest is recognized as such by the hierarchy nor is she paid for her service. God may have created men and women as equals, but equality is not reality.
We continue reading Mark’s gospel. Jesus and his disciples have returned to Judea. The Pharisees are ready to catch Jesus in whatever way they could. The question was about the lawfulness of divorce. It was an accepted practice during Jesus’ lifetime and was regulated by the law of Moses.
Scripture scholar, Fr. Raymond Brown, points out that at the time of Jesus, a husband could write out a notice divorcing his wife, for any reason, or for no reason at all. However, a wife could not divorce her husband, even should her life be in danger. Marriage was not an equal partnership.  Marriages were arranged by families. The groom’s family paid the bride price to the bride’s family as compensation for the work she would have done for her family, but will now be performing the work for the groom’s family. This doesn’t sound like equality in this arrangement.   
Jesus invites us, as he always does, to go beyond just the letter of the law. Scholars tell us that Jesus said something about divorce, but no one is certain exactly what was said. Some conclude Jesus was trying to lead his culture closer to equality in marriage than it had been. He did this by applying his words to both men and women.

One thing for certain, we are social beings and we need others to be fulfilled and complete. Respect, affection, openness, honesty, generosity, patience, kindness, empathy and fidelity all work toward strengthening marriage.
The final portion of today’s gospel reminds us of the importance of children. Not just as part of a family in a secure and safe, loving family, but as the way we all must become to enter the kin-dom of god. Their complete trust and dependence.  This has to be our posture as followers of Jesus.

Our task as believers is to discern the right thing to do in the 21st century, not cling to the rules of the 1st century. Our institutional church has a long way to go in terms of seeing the way of love and justice when it comes to marriage and divorce; when it comes to same sex relationships when it comes to the equal role of women in the world and in the church.

God give us the courage and the strength to continue the task at hand. 

