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Proverbs: 22-31

Ps. 46
Phil. 1:3-5, 9-11

Luke 1: 26-38


Last week we lit the first candle on the Advent wreath. It represents hope. It is called the prophet’s candle. During the homily I spoke of how hope differs from wishing. When we live in hope, we make choices of how to bring about what we hope to actually happen in our lives.


The second candle we light today is called the “Bethlehem Candle.” It represents peace. In Isaiah one of the prophecies about Jesus is that he is to be the “Prince of Peace.” 


Today’s readings speak indirectly about peace. In Proverbs the poetic description of Wisdom created from the beginning of the cosmos signals a time of peace and harmony. God delights at the goodness of all that has been created. That delight extends from our creator God to each one of us. God sees all as good, very good. And takes joy and satisfaction each of us here today. 


Paul’s delight in the people of the church in Phillipi is evident. He prays for them in joy and considers their work in spreading and living the gospel as a partnership. Their work is equally important. Their love and the example of living is important in building the kin-dom. It is the same for us in our day. Live your life as if Jesus is at your side. Be peace-makers, encourage everyone around you to be at peace.

The reading from the gospel attributed to Luke shows how Mary transitioned from a life relatively peace-filled to one of disturbing news. She was betrothed to Joseph, yet they were not yet married. An angel came to her with the news that she was going to have a baby and his name was already determined. And, by the way, he will be great and God’s favor will rest on him. He will inherit David’s throne, and his kin-dom will have no end. Your son, the angel promised. You, Mary, have found favor with God. Mary’s once peace-filled life was going to undergo some changes. Mary doesn’t get any specific answers to the question she asked of the angel but she is reassured. These things are already planned, already planned, already in motion and her “yes” to God’s request is all that is necessary.

Like Mary, our “yes” to God is what is needed. The plan for a kin-dom of peace: where swords are beaten into plows, where lions lie down with lambs, and where, as the prophet Amos tells us peace is flowing like a powerful river. All of these things will come to pass when the kin-dom of God is totally evident among us. Until that time, we are to live as peace-makers and peace bearers. How can I do that in my daily life? You ask.

Where there is hatred, sow love; where there is despair, bring hope; where there is darkness, be light; where there is injury, offer pardon, where there is sadness, bring joy and where there is doubt, witness faith.

St. Francis didn’t actually write the words of this prayer attributed to him. The writer remains anonymous. The prayer dates to World War I. Today the words of this prayer are as necessary as over a hundred years ago. Each act of peace brings positive energy into our world. Each act may be the example someone else needs to encourage her or him to be a peacemaker.  We ask for the grace to be peacemakers this week.

