Gloria Carpeneto, Homily
27th Sunday, OTC, October 6, 2013
Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 17:5-10
Psalm 95

The readings that were proclaimed this afternoon have a message that’s not especially easy to hear. But it’s a message that couldn’t be more important for the days we’re living in. So let’s examine what we heard … and in the voice of the psalmist, let’s agree that if today we hear God’s voice in these readings, we will not harden our hearts.  


In our first reading,  we encounter the prophet Habakkuk, who’s writing somewhere around the year 600 BCE. Historically, Habakkuk is actually the first prophet who has the temerity or the nerve to address God directly, to question God’s motivations and even God’s actions. And we hear Habakkuk today saying How long  am I supposed to pray while You, O God, don’t listen? How long am I supposed to see tyranny and injustice and outrage and violence, while You do nothing about it? How long, YHWH, how long?

Habakkuk’s voice, six centuries before Christ, might just as well be our own today, two millennia after him – How long are we supposed to pray while you, O God, don’t  listen? How long are we supposed to watch as our government shuts down … as our leaders seem incapable of any action for the common good … as people lose their incomes over political brinksmanship … as a social network of resources for the poor is gutted … as a middle class loses its footing to unemployment , and disappears into poverty? How long are we supposed to live in a thoroughly broken world, while You do nothing about it?   

Habakkuk asks God WHY DO YOU DO NOTHING??? And, if we’re honest, so do we. We’ve all said it – Where are You anyway? And the answer we all receive – whether  in 6700 BCE or 2013 CE --  is both an irritation and a Blessed Assurance. For God says to Habakkuk and to us My answer is that I am giving you a vision, I am making you a promise. If it is slow in coming, then wait for it. But the vision and the promise are true – those whose hearts are corrupt won’t always have the last word. Those who steadfastly uphold justice will live.


In other words, God said to Habakkuk then and God says to us today the words that Julian of Norwich wrote, somewhere back around 1300 -- all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well. Irritating words if we demand that our God be an omnipotent force outside ourselves who handles all our crises and somehow intervenes to make everything right for us …but words of Blessed Assurance if we can accept that the Spirit of God truly lives in every act of love, justice, and compassion  that God’s People perform – and that it is we who will always have the grace to bring God’s justice to our world.    


The French theologian, Teilhard de Chardin, envisions God as very near to us. He says that God is alive at the tip of a needle, about to sew a thread … alive at the point of a pen, about to write a word … alive at the end of a shovel, about to turn the earth … alive at the edge of a brush about to create a painting … alive at the end of the fingertips about to touch a musical instrument.  God is always immediately present to us, says Teilhard.  But we must practice our own agency in manifesting this God in our world in the concrete ways of peace and justice, love and compassion.


In our second reading, Paul says pretty much the same thing to his beloved Timothy. You must fan into flame the gift of God that is already in you. For God did not give you a gift of timidity. God gave you the gift of power, of love, of self-discipline. If we can go back to Teilhard for a minute  – the flame of the grace of God is always in us, about to be activated … the grace of goodness over evil … the grace of light over darkness … the grace to pick up the needle or the pen or the shovel or the brush, and be God’s instruments of peace & justice in the world. We’re not to wait on God; God is always waiting on us. We must be Good (with a capital G) in the world,  always believing in the presence and the grace of Emmanuel, God-With-Us.


Jesus has a few words to say about this himself today. His apostles ask him to increase their faith.. And Jesus says to them, Increase it???You don’t even have faith the size of a tiny mustard seed as it is. But if you did, you could do mighty deeds. You could tear the Tree of Injustice free of its deep roots, and replant it in fertile soil where Justice would grow and flourish. All you would need is the tiniest bit of faith.

  These might sound like harsh and critical words, but I’m not sure they’re meant to be. I don’t think Jesus is chastising the apostle for a lack of blind faith in the power of God. He’s not telling them about what they lack; he’s reminding them about what they already have in  abundance.  All Jesus seems to be saying to the apostles in Luke’s Gospel today  is that if you ever truly realized the power that you have to cooperate with God in doing good in the world, you’d stop asking for “faith,” and you’d start doing something!


Jesus warns us today, as he warned the apostles – our lives are not about seeking praise or rewards for what we do. In baptism, we are gifted to be the People of God, the Body of Christ, charged with Jesus’ very own mission of bring the presence of God in the world. And so, being faith-filled means that we look for every opportunity we have to be God in the world. And at the end of each day, in Jesus’  words we say We are baptized to do this; we have done no more than our duty. But we have done it sure in the knowledge that  God is acting is and through us … and that is itself our reward.


In our readings today, we are given some serious marching orders. We hear a  strong message of personal responsibility for co-creation with God in healing everything that is wrong in our world. We are told that bringing about justice and balance and good is as much in our hands as it is in God’s. So together let’s pray that if today or this week or this month or this year, we hear God’s voice, we fan that small voice into a flame of action, and we harden not our hearts,
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