Second Sunday of Easter (Year B)

Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35
Psalm 118
1 John 5:1-6
John 20:19-31

Today we have the opportunity to hear the familiar story of Jesus appearing to the disciples--hidden as they were behind locked doors in fear that what happened to Jesus might very well happen to them next.

Jesus appears in their midst wishing them peace.  Peace is my gift he promises.  Thomas, as we know, was not with them and by the time Thomas returns, Jesus is gone.  Have you ever tried to explain an experience you had to someone who didn’t have the same experience? The joy and excitement that filled the apostles was not immediately understood by Thomas.  He just couldn’t wrap his mind around their experience; at least not at this time.
Everything we know about the resurrection of Jesus comes to us from the New Testament.  In the synoptic gospels of Mark, Luke and Matthew, the death of Jesus is the finality of Jesus’ earthly life.  He had to be vindicated by God through resurrection.  In John’s gospel, Jesus’ death is the victorious culmination of his life. It is by his death that Jesus is exalted to God’s presence and reigns gloriously from the cross.  These are two totally different explanations of the resurrection. New Testament scholar Sandra Schneiders refers to the synoptic explanation as resurrection eschatology.  Another example of this is shown in the passage about the last judgment when God will separate the sheep and the goats.  John’s resurrection eschatology is not like that of the synoptic.  His is referred to as immortality eschatology.  The suffering servant in Isaiah demonstrates this type of eschatology.  “The souls of the just are in the hands of God, they seemed in view of the foolish to be dead, but they are in peace.”
Since the resurrection story was written many years after the life of Jesus and his first followers, we have to ask ourselves, who was there to record the events? Who was there writing down the events that happened? Who actually saw Mary Magdalene speak to the risen Jesus? How do we know Thomas actually put his hands into Jesus’ wounds?  The answer is we can’t.  If our question is: Is this really true, did it really happen this way, we are asking a question that can’t be proved and perhaps is not even the question we should be asking.

Bishop Spong, Anglican Bishop, scripture scholar and author suggests we must look at the New Testament writing in the same way the Jewish people looked at the Old Testament. It is through a storytelling known as Midrash.   That is, everything to be venerated in the present must somehow be connected with a sacred moment from the past.  It is the affirmation of a timeless truth found in the faith journey of a people so that this truth can be experienced afresh in every generation.  This truth of God is not bound by the limits of time or space.  Its eternal echoes can be and are heard anew in every generation.  The core of Easter has really not much to do with three days, an empty tomb, and a body that can be in many places at the same time. Jesus journeyed through time into timelessness.  Resurrection as defined by theologian Ilia Delio, is the power of the New Being to create life out of death here and now. We are the continuation of Christ in evolution and the direction of evolution depends on our choices and actions.  Spiritual writer and theologian Joan Chittister calls Easter the feast that gives meaning to life; the feast that never ends.  To celebrate Easter means to stand in the light of the empty tomb and decide what to do next.  Like Thomas we have to put our finger into Jesus’ hands and our hands into his side.  We believers have to be ready to hear the cry of the poor for food and for justice, for those with afflictions of mind or body; we must be ready to lower them into the healing waters as Jesus did.  We must continue making real the kin-dom of God, already here in our midst.
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