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Genesis 12: 1-4a

Ps. 33

2 Timothy 1:8-10

Matt. 17:1-9

Last Sunday Matthew recounted Jesus’ 40 days in the desert. This Sunday, we hear of his transfiguration in the presence of James, John and Peter. The temptation is recorded in Chapter 4 and the transfiguration in Chapter 17. What had been going on in those 13 intervening chapters? We know of course. Jesus had been proclaiming the good news to the people.  In parables, in healings and in his inclusive and loving actions, Jesus was telling everyone, including us, that the kin-dom of God is here among us. When he invites Peter, James and John to come with him to the mountain, he takes a break from all the activity, and makes time for prayer and to reveal to his three friends who he is. The description of Elijah, Moses, the light from heaven transforming Jesus and the voice from the cloud are worthy of a Cecil B. DeMille production. 
Without the lights and the voice from the cloud, we are invited to step away from our activity and allow God to transform us. We pause during Lent to allow God to speak to us and call us more deeply into the mystery of God’s life in each of us.

The reading from Genesis is another story of transformation. Sarah and Abraham had long dreamed of being parents, of raising a family. Year after year had passed until they both believed this life experience was not going to happen to them. Their advanced ages seemed to prove they would never achieve their goal. But they took a leap of faith and believed God had a plan for them. They became the parents of a new nation, descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky. They say yes to God and are transformed.
Jesus, beloved son of God says yes to God. In the passage before the recounting of the transfiguration, Jesus predicts his passion and death. He explains to his disciples the cost of discipleship. Knowing this, he still gives God an unconditional yes, yes to the project God has for the kin-dom. Jesus is our example of being called, being loved, and responding with courage. The more we listen to Jesus and pattern our lives after his commitment, the more we transform into people of love and hope.
Once we get passed our own barriers of receiving love and passed the voices in our lives that try to refute God’s truth, we can begin trusting the voice of love. We can believe more surely in spite of the darkness and brokenness around us: all those weighed down by fatigue and fear, injustice and ignorance, war and poverty.  But there is hope. Jesus is our epitome of that hope. God tells us, “This is my son, my beloved, with whom I am pleased.” Jesus did not run away from those words, and he did not deny them.  Neither can we.
In a song-prayer by Rev. Michael Moynahan titled Broken Record, God tells us

“I love you because I can’t do anything else.

I made you, every last part of you: all that is hidden, all that’s revealed, all that is muddled and even all that is clear.

You are precious in my eyes just because you are mine.

That’s enough for me and will have to be enough for you.”

Our second reading from Paul’s letter to Timothy, offers us a glimpse into the reasons we gather each Sunday, the meaning of what we are caused to celebrate with God and who we are called to be as followers of Jesus. 

Jesus saved us and called us to a holy life, not according to our works, but according to God’s own design and the grace bestowed on us in Christ.

Paul says: Our call is not to a new land or a new people like Sarah and Abraham. Our call is to new life as God’s holy people. New life which has been made possible by God’s gift Jesus. New Life because Jesus continues to transform us by the gift of grace.

Peter wanted to stay on the mountain. He wanted to build tents. Sometimes when we are away for a time with Jesus, we want to stay, perhaps build a tent. But the reality is, we must come down from the mountain. It is up to us to share our riches received with others. That is our call. That is building the kin-dom of God.
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