6th Sunday of Easter Year C
Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29

Rev. 21: 10-14, 22-23

John 14: 23-29

By now most of the chocolate eggs, jelly beans and yellow Peeps are but a sweet memory as we begin the sixth week of Easter.

The readings we have just heard are not eyewitness accounts in either the Acts of the Apostles or John’s Gospel. Most scholars ascribe Luke as author of the Acts.  It is generally held that it dates some thirty to forty years after the death of Paul, which could be another two generations of people who followed “the Way” of Jesus.
We learn today in Chapter 15 of Acts of the conflict between the more orthodox Jews who followed Jesus and the Gentile proselytes becoming believers through the work of Paul. The big question of the day was: Could someone follow Jesus without first becoming Jewish and following the laws of Judaism? 

Paul and Barnabas headed straight to Jerusalem to get the facts--or more correctly--give the facts as they saw them to the apostles and elders there.  And, as often happens when there is disagreement, it is only through dialogue and prayer that the truth gets sorted out.
It seems the Jerusalem apostles admit:


“…we have heard that some of our numbers, who went without


 any mandate from us, have upset you with their teachings and


 disturbed your peace of mind.”

Really? Imagine someone who thinks they have a corner on the truth wanting to have everyone else believe that truth.  This sounds like something we may read as an op-ed article in The Post, The Sun, The Times. Or perhaps it is a sound bit from one of the candidates running for election in November!  It is such human nature to believe we have a corner on the truth and it is our responsibility to correct everyone else’s errant ways.

What saves this conflict from total chaos however, is the power of prayer. Both sides of the issue have strong opinions, both believe their way is completely correct.  This could end in an impasse and the very young Christian community could be torn and fragmented.  But instead, each side was given space to represent its position and each side was listened to. Disagreement wasn’t crushed or avoided, but instead acknowledged.  After listening to one another and praying together, the leaders learn the way forward is compromise.
It is interesting to me that the phrase “your peace of mind has been disturbed,” remains part of the text.  It was important enough to live through all the oral tradition handed from one generation to another and then to survive all the copying and translations from one language to another as the written Acts of the Apostles. In the end, each side gave up some of its demands so a new consensus was able to come forth.  This is a model for peace that might be effective today.

Peace was a constant wish of Jesus.  Peace is mentioned over 200 times in the New Testament. “Peace be with you, I leave you my peace…”  Peace of mind and heart.  These are the fruits of the Spirit.  We sorely need that gift today in our lives and in our world.  And so in this instance the argument between these two factions is solved by listening and by prayer.  The final phrase gives us hope:  “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us not to place on you any burden beyond these necessities.” Peace and unity win out.

The Gospel from John is considered part of what is called Jesus’ farewell discourses. Jesus is no longer teaching crowds of people.  Instead, he is spending time with his close band of friends and family.  Perhaps Jesus is helping them prepare for his death and departure, and, at the same time, helping them to cope with his absence in their lives.
These words of Jesus can offer us such comfort.  We talk about peace in our Church and we pray for peace in our World.

We need not look very far to see how much our society craves peace.  It seems that everyone has a hectic schedule:  work, study, appointments, and errands.  We search for ways to find relaxation as well as time for family and friends. Television commercials offer peace of mind whether it be financial planning for a peace of mind retirement, or a peace of mind place that will take care of an aging spouse or parent.

And yet here is Jesus telling the disciples and telling us, “Peace I give you, my peace, not as the world gives peace.  Do not let your hearts be troubled.” So, where shall we look for peace that the world cannot give?

If we look at the reading from Revelations we can see a description of a place of peace:  the Holy city of Jerusalem (whose name means city of peace): crystal clear, radiant as jasper and gleaming with the light and splendor of God.  John’s vision of harmony and peace is just a quick glimpse.

We also by living the gospel of inclusiveness and love, can offer a quick glimpse of the dream of peace.  Peace not as the world gives, but peace God wishes for our world.

In the Acts of the Apostles, we also see an example of peace and unity brought about by prayerful listening and compromise.

We have two ideas to hold together--the ideal of peace and the process of peace.  There is of course always the risk of being accused of unrealistic dreaming by those who can’t or won’t accept what God’s promise of what we can do through the power of God’s spirit working within us. It is also a risk that we may be called unfaithful to our church’s history and tradition if we willingly listen to others or are willing to let go of some long-held belief or tradition.
Now, more than ever we must make the words of Jesus our daily mantra:  Do not let your hearts be troubled, I will not leave you orphans.
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