Octave Day of the Nativity of Jesus

World Day of Peace

 Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God

January 1, 2017

Numbers 6:22-27

Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:16-21


Today, by the grace of God, we begin a new year. We have a fresh start, a chance to try something new or finish up something we have been yearning to complete.


January 1 is more than New Year’s Day.  For the past 50 years it has been World Peace Day.  Couldn’t our world use a fresh dose of peace?  Not only in our world do we need peace, but also in our country.  Not only in various parts of our country, but right here in Maryland:  Baltimore, Annapolis, Takoma Park.  For some of us, we may be looking for peace in our own heart, in our own home or family.


Today is also Holy Family Sunday.  The Sunday between Christmas and New Year is generally reserved for celebrating the fact that like us, Jesus was born into a family, had to learn how to relate to others, take a turn, be helpful and respectful.


In this liturgy, we are going to give our attention to yet another celebration reserved for this day.  It is the Solemnity of Mary, the Theotokos, the birth mother of God.


The gospel is a continuation of the reading from Midnight Mass at Christmas.  This reading tells a few things about Mary.  She is described by the gospel writer as a reflective person.  She treasured the events happening around her and Joseph holding and reflecting on them in her heart.  Secondly, she is obedient to God’s request that her baby will be named Jesus.  Finally, both Mary and Joseph are faithful to their community of faith.  Jesus is circumcised according to their Jewish tradition.


In the reading from the Book of Numbers, we hear Moses blessing Aaron using the words God has given him.  God says “Invoke my name” over them.  So, we may ask, what is in a name?  Just ask any company trying to get a product into the hands of consumers about name brand recognition.  Entire careers in advertising and product placement have been built or destroyed by name. Do you remember an advertising line from a few years ago, “with a name like Smuckers, we have to be good?” Today, some products don’t even need a name.  When you see an apple with one bite taken out, you are probably not reminded of an apple pie, right?

So, let’s take a look at the name “Jesus” as written by Isaiah:

And his name shall be called

Wonder-counselor

God-hero

Savoir forever

Ruler of Peace

We are called to follow the way of this Jesus; this person who is the gift of our loving God. Jesus asks us to be peace makers as disciples.  How then, in this 21st century, in this new year of 2017, how do we bring peace?  How do we be peace?


One way is to imitate Jesus in standing with those who are outside of power, privilege and prestige.  It is also our task to learn about people who don’t pray like us, believe like us or share similar “growing up” histories like us.  When there is injustice and we learn about it, we must speak out, especially for those who have no voice. Today, as in years past, many issues in our world and in our country promote conflict rather than peace. What divides people seems to be dominant in our culture at this time.

These issues include--but are certainly not limited to--racism and sexism; economic inequality; xenophobia, homophobia, Islamophobia.  Then there are drugs, guns, gangs, teen pregnancy, and proliferation of nuclear weapons. Just to name a few problems.


Like Mary, our first step toward peace-making might be prayer. It is that prayer our basic connection to God, a real and continuous connection which nourishes peace in our hearts and in our home.  Secondly, as we stay connected to God, we will perhaps be more faithful to God’s will for us in our daily living.  And finally, just as Mary and Joseph, we remain connected to our community of faith.


St. Paul reminds the church at Galatia that the designated time has come.  We are the children of God through baptism.  Jesus has promised we too may call upon Abba God in all our needs and in all our joys.


Each time we reach out to help someone, each time we gather with family and friends, or each time we gather for Eucharist, each time we stand up for someone who has no one to speak for her or him, our lives demonstrate the story of God’s loving care for all is made visible.  The poor and the oppressed are not forgotten, the story of the incarnation, God becoming part of our human history continues.


As this New Year begins, and in a few days as the peaceful transfer of power takes place in our country, we may be experiencing apprehensions.  Teresa of Avila reminds us:

Let nothing disturb you

Let nothing frighten you

All things are passing

God never changes

Patient endurance attains all things

God alone suffices

Amen
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