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Today is a day pf great joy – for Marilyn, for her partner, Jo, and for all of us who 
know Marilyn, and what a gift she is to Roman Catholic Womenpriests and to the church. Like all candidates who discern a call to ordination with RCWP, Marilyn has brought a rich history of spiritual searching, and a recognition of her call through a life of service to God’s people. –In Marilyn’s case, this has come in the form of walking with family through difficult times, and with many students in need of affirmation; with educator colleagues in pursuit of excellence in programs for their students – and also very much in the form of self questioning concerning her own path in life, her own spiritual journey, which, she says has led her to realize that the suffering which accompanies self-questioning also leads to empathy for others.

All of this is quite evident in Marilyn’s choices of scripture readings for this ordination liturgy. The classic passage from the prophet Micah states boldly that we cannot come before God bringing the burnt offerings which signify that which comes from our excess and not from our substance; what is good, says Micah, is to offer God a deep conversion of ourselves –that which is of our very substance – action that bespeaks justice, action that bespeaks mercy and kindness, and action that recognizes our humility – i.e. our groundedness – our understanding that we are “in it” with everyone else! How appropriate for one being ordained to lead as a shepherd who, as Pope Francis has put it, “smells like the sheep!”

The Psalm chosen by Marilyn, Psalm 27, reminds us that God is our light and our salvation, and we need fear no one and nothing. Psalm 27 implores God to lead us on a level path. We are, above all, to remember that God loves us and walks with us. God is the well that we go to when we seek courage to stand with the oppressed and the disadvantaged! We, being aware of that love, are empowered to pass it on and to empower others.


Although, as Paul tells us in Romans, the Body of Christ has many members with different functions, and different gifts, Marilyn notes that the members are not isolated, but are members of one another. We are indeed gift to one another. And the passage from John 15 reinforces that God’s love and empowerment are to be received joyfully and passed on abundantly. Marilyn sees our chosenness and role as priest leaders as one of bearing fruit. Priesthood is not about being set apart; it is, as is all discipleship, about enlivening and making connections. Priesthood is about affirming that everything is connected! And Marilyn gets that.
In the course of her discernment process, she has written about many things. One of those things is what leading worship in the church is all about. She said that her studies in preparation for ordination have convinced her that “the church should not be a place to bring God’s presence to people; it should be a place to confirm God’s presence in people.”

Many of you are already very familiar with the work of Roman Catholic Womenpriests. You know that our mission is to prepare and ordain qualified women and men as priests who exemplify a new model of priesthood in the Catholic church – a model which respects and celebrates the Divine presence in all people, and empowers all to develop their own ministry and their own role in service to the people of God. As Roman Catholic Womenpriests, we seek to
call forth the gifts of the community to do the work of justice, peace and integrity of life. As for the communities we serve, they are diverse; nonetheless they are all characterized by a new spirit of collaboration. What do the communities committed to renewal and led by Roman Catholic Womenpriests look like?

· They are imbued with a spirit of discernment, and they give voice to all community members 

· They have a variety of persons functioning in a variety of ministries according to their preparation, their gifts, and their call by the community

· There are ordained and non-ordained persons serving on teams together collaboratively

· There is mutual respect and openness to the views of others

· Our communities practice contemplative listening

· There is collaboration and connection with other RCWP-led (and other progressive) Catholic communities

· There is meaningful ecumenical and interfaith outreach.

· There is an unbroken liturgical and theological link with Roman Catholic tradition

· There are active social justice ministries

· The model of diakonia or service is foundational for all who minister in the community

· There is a deeply eucharistic (i.e. thankful) spirituality, with mindfulness of God’s indwelling presence in and through the life of the community

· And there is a deeply catholic spirit that is ever aware of being part of a much greater whole in terms of church

It is our great privilege to rejoice in the richness of the ministry tradition which we hold –while at the same time, remembering that throughout the church’s history, the ministry has, at the end of the day, always been shaped by the needs of the people.

We as Roman Catholic Womenpriests are a powerful voice and witness to the need for change in the way those in ordained ministry see their priestly role in the community - as servant leaders and not as superiors – as animators of communities, not people set apart from them. The call to ordination is a specific call to a specific kind of leadership – but most importantly, it is a call from God from within the community of faith and for service to all of God’s people.

Our great hope as RCWP is to be leaders of communities that do justice. This has always been the role of Catholic pastors, but it has not been much in evidence in recent years, particularly in our country! However, last month, in Newark, New Jersey, a wonderful priestly witness occurred when Cardinal Joseph Tobin, formerly the Archbishop of Indianapolis, Indiana, and now the Archbishop of Newark, publicly stood up alongside a Mexican undocumented man who has been living and working in the USA for nearly 30 years. Cardinal Tobin, along with New Jersey Senator Bob Menendez, participated in an ICE immigration check in with Mr. Catalino Guerrero, stating that Mr. Guerrero “put a human face on what is often treated as statistics or even as demons.” Cardinal Tobin, who as Archbishop of Indianapolis had taken on then Governor Mike Pence following his order to ban Syrian refugees from his state in 2015, has a long history of allying himself with issues of social and racial justice, and is also a longtime friend of Pope Francis. Perhaps other American cardinals should take the hint frim Cardinal Tobin’s action, and present themselves as supporters for Catalino’s (or some other poor immigrant’s) next check-in, - following Cardinal Tobin’s lead, and doing their part to protect the kind of people who help make America great? For our part, I am sure I speak for Marilyn and all of us when I say that we in RCWP are more than happy to take the lead from a genuine servant leader such as Cardinal Tobin. Catholic social teaching based on gospel values is what we are all about!

And so, today, we rejoice, and are truly thankful to our loving and compassionate God, who has given us in Marilyn a new servant leader to continue to grow this movement for a renewed priesthood and church, and to discern a new understanding of what it means to be Catholic – of what it means to be just, and merciful, to be humble and compassionate, to rely on God for our courage and our perseverance in building the Reign of God, and to be and act as One Body in all of our diversity.

