Homily for Easter V, Cycle A
Acts 6: 1-7;

Ps. 33:
I Peter 2: 4-9;
Jn. 14: 1-12



Today’s readings for the fifth Sunday of Easter present in kaleidoscopic fashion three different images of what it means to be a community that follows Jesus – what it is to be a community called church. In Acts, Chapter 6, we have the powerful image of faith in action. A problem arises in the community of believers when it is pointed out that some widows, who do not speak the majority language are being left out when it comes to the daily distribution of food. The community is assembled by the Twelve to take action to rectify the injustice. Discernment takes place, and seven deeply spiritual and capable people are appointed to minister to the needs at hand – all this with the agreement of the community. Diaconal service is discerned as the defining measure of discipleship in the community of Jesus. 

Another striking image of what it means to be a Christian is laid out in the second reading from I Peter, and it is literally a very concrete image. Christians are invited to be living stones in an edifice of spirit – of which Jesus is the cornerstone. The edifice being built is unshakeable! 


The third image - much less concrete – also deals with the ideas of permanence and security. “Do not let your hearts be troubled,” says Jesus to disciples who are struggling to hang on to Jesus as the Way when he is not visibly present in the same way as before. “I am the Way; I am the Truth and I am the Life,” through whom all who live in Christ Jesus come to God. The image Jesus suggests of the many dwelling places in God’s house speaks to Jesus remaining always with the disciples as their security – forever present in the community, and always providing a permanent place or way of abiding with God for all who trust in him. The way to the future, Jesus assures them, is still reliable. “Come, follow me!” he says.

Today, I’d like to focus in a little more closely on what it might mean to be living stones. Imagine for a moment that you had been involved in the building of one of the great monuments of the United States – the Empire State Building, the Brooklyn Bridge, or perhaps, the Hoover Dam. You would know that you had been part of something truly historic, something that was a permanent piece of the landscape. Imagine the pride that would well up in you as you walked or drove past one of these wonders, telling your grandchildren, “I helped build that!” It would be almost as if you had become part of the building yourself, because the building has certainly become a part of you – your work, your legacy. I imagine Peter is envisioning a far grander reality when he exhorts his audience to become living stones. We can sense that Peter has a new kind of reality in mind - something beyond our natural comprehension. After all, a stone that is ‘alive’ is itself quite a wonder. It implies on some level a transformation of what we would normally take for granted. But Peter is saying much more than that these stones are ‘alive,’  - as amazing a thing as that would be. The question is, “How are these stones alive?” Then, we see that Peter envisions Jesus too – the one who is Divine Life itself – as a stone – indeed, the cornerstone – on which the edifice is grounded. The living stones build upon the cornerstone imbued with divine life to build a spiritual house. In other words, by association with Christ, we become partakers in the divine life.  
At the time of writing, Peter’s audience would have been familiar with the physical Jerusalem Temple, built 600 years earlier following the Babylonian Captivity, and a structural marvel of its time.  But that Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70CE. So, as Peter’s epistle made the rounds of the early churches in the years following, his teaching about a spiritual edifice would have gained added force. The sense that the physical temple was gone and to be replaced by a spiritual one founded on Christ would have taken deep root. This understanding of who we are called to be as church should be no less gripping on our moral and spiritual imaginations today. It certainly is more relevant than ever today as we grapple with the present-day cultural temples of power and of greed and of self-absorption in a world that cries out for spiritual and structural coming together for the common good. 

Here are three points which I believe today’s scriptures call us to reflect on when it comes to being a community in Christ in our own time and place:
· Remember that we are partakers of the Divine Life in Christ, connected to other living stones, and accountable to them and for them.

· We are sharers in and of the Divine Presence here and now – transcending time and place - which means that we are called to bring the presence of God to others in our time and our place.

· Our lives in Christ are meant to be both lives of beauty (like precious stones of the temple, reflecting the divine glory) and also of active faith in service to others.
Question: How do you imagine this being a part of a spiritual building project working in your present circumstances?
