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Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
Psalm 85 – God, let us see your faithfulness, and give us Your saving help. 

When we gathered this afternoon, we lit the candle for the 2nd Week in Advent, and we prayed for peace. And peace is what we are promised in all of our readings today.


The anonymous prophet in the book of Isaiah promised peace to the Israelites in exile. God would level every mountain, fill in every valley, and so make a straight, smooth, untroubled path for an enslaved  people to walk back to their homes as free men and women.


In our second reading, Peter promised peace to the early Christians, who were just coming to realize that Jesus would not be coming back as soon as they believed. Peter promised them that God’s peace would return, and that their job was just to keep walking toward that peace in faith and hope. 


In the first chapter and verses of the Gospel of Mark – that we’ll be reading this year – John the Baptist promised peace to those who came to see and hear him preach on the bank of the Jordan River. I give you what I can give you now; but one is coming after me whose peace will be a permanent and lasting gift to you.


As human beings we long for peace. And peace is promised to us. Advent is meant to remind us of this deep longing that every human being has for the mountains to be flattened and for the valleys to be raised up, so that we may walk in peace with our God who promises to gather us in, to give us words of consolation, to feed us and lead us to peace.    


 As so, as we lit our Candle of Peace earlier this afternoon, we sang together that our souls in stillness wait for God’s peace … our hearts yearn for the word of God’s peace … our hope lies in the radiance of God’s peace. And yet – during this season of Advent – as we wait and yearn and hope for God’s peace, we are also challenged to remember other prophetic words. This afternoon, I invite us all to also remember the words of Pope Paul VI who first said If you want peace, work for justice.


It appears that scripture calls us to wait for peace … to long for peace … to hold firm in our hope that God’s peace will come to our earth with all the gentleness of a shepherd leading his flocks with tender love and care. Peace has been promised, and peace will happen. As Peter promised the early Christians,  new heavens and a new earth will come. But Paul VI reminds us that if we truly desire the everlasting and all-encompassing peace that is represented in the image of new heavens and a new earth, we must also work toward it. 
In our second reading today, we heard Peter say to the early Christians,  While waiting for this peace to come, make every effort to be found at peace, and without stain or defilement in God’s sight. Perhaps a more modern prophet’s words might speak even more directly to us of the role we must play in bringing about peace. This afternoon, we also remember Gandhi who said Be the peace you wish to see in the world. If we are to have peace, says Gandhi, we must be peace. If we are waiting and longing and hoping for peace, it cannot be a passive waiting and longing and hoping for a peace that will just drop into our laps one day. If we want peace, we must co-create that peace with the God who has promised it to us. With God, we must work for that justice that assures a sound and everlasting peace.

How do we do this? Well, in quantum physics there’s something called the observer effect. You may heard it  called the Heisenberg Principle. And while there’s a lot more to it than we’ll talk about this afternoon, an important part of the principle says that in the world of quantum physics, nothing can be observed without its being changed to some degree, if only at the tiniest molecular level. You literally can’t see something, or fix your attention on it, without its being changed. So thinking about this observer effect or Heisenberg Principle, I wonder if our working toward peace through acts of justice might begin with the simplest act of paying attention to wherever we see that injustice exists.

We can turn our eyes toward Ferguson … we can turn our eyes toward Guantanamo … we can turn our eyes toward Syria, Egypt, Israel, Palestine, ISIS, and hot spots around the world. We can pay closer attention to the plight of immigrants and refugees … to the worldwide problems of famine and disease … to the inequalities in our justice system … and to the rancor that characterizes our political discourse.  We can notice how women are treated; how children are trafficked; how our elderly are devalued; how young lives are surrendered to gang violence. The Heisenberg Principle tells us – in part – that it doesn’t matter what we observe; what matters is that we observe it. For in that very observation, things are changed. We can’t help it; things are changed. 
Peace won’t happen overnight. It won’t happen until each of us is engaged in the acts of justice that are needed for peace to remain with us. And those acts of justice can begin with the simple act of noticing where peace is needed. Where are there needs in our world that I can address – through action, through prayer, through simple conscious observation?

 We’re not all called to work in the way that Pat Jones works with immigrants and refugees. We’re not all called to be in the political trenches with Dee Riley.  We’re not all called to be the voice speaking out on behalf of trafficked women and children that our friend, Anne Bendann, used to be. But we are each called to notice. We are called to observe, so that the energy of things might begin to change. We are called to keep our heads out of the sand, and to know that even our conscious noticing of the wrongs in our world is a step forward in the evolution of consciousness, that will eventually bring about the peace we are promised.  
Peace will happen, period. Maybe not in our lifetimes, but it will happen. Mystics like Teilhard promise it; scientists like Einstein are sure of it; even Tony in West Side Story knows it – the minutes may seem like hours, the hours may go so slowly, but peace will happen.   
So during this season of Advent, may we rest assured of the coming of peace In the words of the psalm we sang today, may we remember that love and faithfulness will meet, that justice and peace will embrace, that God will always be faithful to God’s promises to us. But while we wait in anticipation for a true and lasting peace, may we also be strong in engaging in those acts of justice that will assure that peace comes and remains with us. 
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