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Dear Sisters and brothers, it has been a while since I have been here with you in our Living Water Community! It seems like forever. So much has happened in just a few weeks. There is a lot to catch up on, and I am really glad to be back.


As you know, Spencer and I were away on a cruise to Scandinavia and Russia. For the most part, it was really restful and delightful. Every place was different, and we met so many interesting people along the way, both on the ship and off. However, we also met some challenging ones! One day as we were having lunch in the ship’s dining room with Spencer’s sister and her husband, another couple came along and sat down with us. We began to exchange the usual pleasantries like our names, where we were from, etc. Suddenly, out of a clear blue sky, the woman turned to me with a quizzical look and asked what we in Maryland DO about church?  And did I expect to go to heaven? I must say, I was non-plussed. When I found my tongue, I answered that I surely hoped to share eternal life with God and that, in Maryland, there are many people who do as well, people of various faiths and denominations. When she learned that I am a Catholic, and also a priest, she rolled her eyes and said that she and her husband had been Catholic, but had seen the light. They then pulled tracts from their pockets and announced that their ministry is to clarify for Catholics what is needed to be saved, and that by the way, Jesus was never inclusive, but emphasized the necessity of choosing him as one’s Lord and Savior. At this point, unable to tolerate the idea that Jesus was not inclusive, I simply said that we would have to agree to disagree. Needless to say, it was quite an experience and got me to thinking about why I disagreed so strongly with these folks. 

As I began to prepare today’s homily, it came to me rather clearly, in light of today’s scriptures., why I disagree with them - particularly in light of the passage from Matthew’s gospel. While I suppose it is possible for some to interpret Jesus’ mysterious way of describing his unique relationship with God as exclusive, I would say that today’s gospel reading demonstrates that Jesus does not see his relationship to his Abba as one that invites him to draw a line in the sand and to disinvite others. Rather, he invites others to enter into his way of being in relationship with God. It is a way that does not base its validity on certitude , on doctrinal formulas, and on dividing the saved from the damned. Jesus lives in gratitude for the intimacy he has with his Abba. He understands the gift that is there for the one who seeks oneness with God. He also understands the pain and the frustration, the anxiety of the daily journey that life is. Jesus eschews the notion that peace of mind and security lie in the false notion of certitude. 

Here is what I see in Matthew’s treatment of the Abba/Only Begotten relationship. In order to unpack for his community the mystery of that relationship, the writer of Matthew’s gospel embeds his treatment of this mystery in the surrounding material  - material that portrays Jesus as God’s Wisdom Incarnate. Listen! “Come to me, all you who labor, and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest….Take my yoke upon your shoulders and learn from me….Here you will find rest for your soul, for my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Jesus, as God’s incarnate Wisdom, reveals uniquely who God is. Jesus, as the Wisdom of God, powerfully enacts God’s reign of justice and mercy – thereby, fulfilling the Law and the Prophets. What Matthew’s Jesus is trying to convey to us is - not that we are saved and others are not – but rather, that , by following him (taking his yoke upon us) we also are empowered through Jesus to experience who God is in an intimate way, and to enflesh and enact God’s reign of justice and peace in our own lives. Jesus’ yoke represents a new way of living  - a way whose life-giving power transforms our deepest desires into passion for God’s just and merciful reign in the world. Neither absolutist nor relativist in nature, Jesus’ yoke, taken on freely, heals our deepest hurts and pains – bringing rest, wholeness, completeness (dare I say salvation?) to our lives.


The wisdom/yoke of Jesus simply embodies a new way of being in the world, not as a purveyor of a rigid set of standards, but rather as God’s incarnate presence, within our lives , which we are called to share with the world around us.

Some further thoughts on the wisdom of which Jesus speaks in this gospel passage when he says that God has hidden these things from the learned and clever, and has revealed them to the youngest children………


How do those of us who – like the proselytizing couple on the ship – have spent years trying to “learn about” God…how do we feel when we hear that God has hidden these things from those who seek certitude and has favored the youngest and most open among us? [Pause] This passage is not so much about the futility of study as it is about perspective. It encourages us to seek – not so much knowledge about God as relationship with God.  That is, in fact, the true meaning of prayer – communing with an open mind and heart with God.

In this lies peace and security….our relationship with God is a growing process. We may never know the mind of God, but we are asked to seek – to try for – a deeper, humbler understanding of the nature of God which is justice and compassion for all that is. Jesus was steeped in this quest. He teaches us that there is always further work to do. We do not have all the answers. 


Perhaps it is fear of seeming weak and needy that keeps us from entering more fully into an open and vulnerable state of incompleteness before God?  Perhaps it is fear of appearing weak and needy that keeps us from the humility necessary for growth in intimacy with God? In fact, that is what Jesus offers us when he invites us to take his yoke upon us 

My acquaintances on the ship implied that I had no “fear of the Lord.”  But from my perspective, the fear of the Lord has nothing to do with cowering in terror that we might not be numbered among the saved. No, it is about approaching God with fitting reverence and humility, but also in an attitude of anticipation that we are about to become something better than we were before we entered in  - someone more complete than we could ever become on our own!

I will close by sharing with you my exhilaration at participating in the episcopal ordination of Nancy Meyer as RCWP Bishop for the Midwest Region on June 22 in Indiana
polis. I was overwhelmed by the joy and the sense of community and purpose among all those present to support her – including the parish priest for whom she has served as pastoral associate for 25 years, the choir from the parish she served all those years who provided gorgeous music, and so may well wishers who put aside fear and gave witness to the wisdom walk of Nancy in answering this call. One man approached each one of us vested for the ordination afterwards, giving us each a license tag holder advertizing his organization – Justice For All, and stating his firm belief that God’s justice – including women’s ordination, is indeed the way of wisdom (one of Nancy’s major themes in the liturgy of ordination)..


Indeed, the Good News in today’s gospel is that Jesus turns the notion of wisdom and the notion of salvation upside down. True wisdom and spiritual health and healing are lived out in right relationship – and in just response. And this implies open listening and willingness to change and grow! The wise are the ones who seek the reign of God, and live the precepts of the Sermon on the Mount, - acknowledging God’s unifying sovereignty over and love for all creation! The yoke that Jesus invites us to is the yoke that lightens rather than burdens the soul 
