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Genesis 22:1-2, 9, 10-13, 15-18; Romans 8:31-34; Mark 9:2-10; Psalm 116, I will walk before you, O God, in the land of the living. 
Every year on this 2nd Sunday in Lent, we hear a different version of the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus on Mount Tabor. Each of the three synoptic Gospel writers has his own take on what’s happening in the story. But Mark’s is the one we hear today. 

In this Gospel, Mark focuses on Jesus’ transfiguration as manifesting something that’s hidden. And I believe what’s hidden – beneath what we actually see in the story – is the amazing leap we can make from one way of thinking to another, when we allow God to touch our hearts. Transfiguration is ultimately about God’s ability to touch human hearts so that we can see with new eyes what has been there in front of us all along. We are the ones transfigured.
In our first reading, we encounter Abraham, somewhere around 2700 years ago, when human beings had noticed that there were uncontrollable forces in nature. Had begun to call these forces gods. And were trying to figure out how to control them. Hence the idea of sacrifice was born. The bigger the favor you wanted from the gods, the more precious the sacrifice you made. And nothing was more precious better than your firstborn child. Child sacrifice was not common; but it still happened.  

Abraham was enmeshed in this tribal culture. When God asked for his firstborn as a burnt offering, it wasn’t as alien to Abraham’s ears as it is to ours. In Hebrew midrash (or storytelling outside the scripture), it’s said that Abraham had to go through 10 trials to demonstrate his fidelity to the One God. According to midrash, at God’s command, Abraham had uprooted his family and moved to an entirely new country; lived through a famine; been thrown into a furnace for his belief in one God; fought several wars; had his wife kidnapped twice; and circumcised himself at age 99.  And now, sacrificing his son? This is called the 10th Trial of Abraham, the last test of his fidelity to the One God. 
In a statement that speaks to his complete availability to God, when God calls, Abraham answers, “Here I am,” and was probably prepared for the worst. 
But here’s where the transfiguration comes in. As we’ve come to understand, sacrificing a child on the high places wasn’t unheard of. What was unusual was that once he got there, Abraham heard God saying to him that the sacrifice wasn’t necessary. But I wonder … did Abraham actually hear God speaking to him … or was Abraham’s heart so touched by the thought of sacrificing his son, that in that loving moment, Abraham saw God in a new way? Did Abraham understand that the God of the covenant would never ask for a human sacrifice? And in that moment, was Abraham’s notion of God transfigured?  Were his eyes open to the reality of a Loving God who could not demand human sacrifice? And in that moment, did Abraham experience a transfiguration? Yes. I believe he did. 
As for the Transfiguration story in Mark’s Gospel, whatever happened that day on Mount Tabor, Peter, James and John’s hearts would be changed forever.  After the experience they had of the presence of God-in-Jesus on the mountaintop, they came to see Jesus in a completely new way. Maybe it was Jesus who was transfigured. But so were Peter, James and John. They saw Jesus with new eyes.  
By the way, it’s  important
  to hear the words Jesus said to Peter, James and John as they were coming down from the mountaintop – Don’t tell anyone what you saw! While this is a literal command to keep their mouths shut, there is also a deeper meaning. Jesus might be saying to his friends and to us: When you experience God in a transformed, transfigured way, don’t assume your experience is the same for everyone else. Don’t be too quick to take a selfie, to freeze the moment in time. Don’t turn your experience into a dogma to be believed, or a doctrine to be taught, or a Code of Canon Law to be followed.  God speaks to your heart, and in the silence of your heart, listen and respond. Listen and respond. Don’t – like Peter – try to build a memorial to the experience. 

I’d like to think that transfigurations are available to us every day, every way, everywhere, in everyone. The grace of God can touch our hearts so that when we look at someone or something, we really see what’s there, and not just what we’ve always been used to seeing. 

Abraham was used to seeing children as potential sacrifices to God; but one day he looked at Isaac and saw his son instead. Peter, James and John were used to seeing Jesus as a wonderful person they’d been lucky enough to hook up with; but one day, they looked at Jesus and they saw the Divine that animated his Being.
You and I have been used to seeing things through lenses that have worked perfectly well for us for all our lives. But I’d invite us all to remember that God can transfigure our ways of seeing things. God can move in our very human hearts and can transfigure them.
So today I invite us all to do two things. First – during this 2nd week in Lent, we can reflect on all the ways that God has transfigured us over the period of our lives. A good way to do this might be to couch our reflections in the words of the hymn, Amazing Grace – where was I lost but now am found … where was I blind, but now I see …how has God transfigured me over a lifetime? And we can be grateful for all those transfigurations. 

Secondly, this week we can ask for the grace of continued transfiguration. Each of us knows the hard and brittle places that remain in our hearts – each of us knows that there are still the comfortable things we’d like to continue believing; irritating people we’d like to continue disliking; sarcastic, judgmental words we’d like to continue to toss out without thinking. We can pray for the grace of a transfigured heart that, like Abraham’s, could be open to a new way of God’s being in our lives.
Switching gears here for just a minute, I was surprised when just this past week, Beyonce became the first African American woman to have a #1 hit on the Hot Country Songs Chart with her new song, Texas Hold ‘Em. I’m not suggesting Beyonce had any kind of mystical experience on a mountaintop. But I do think her heart was open to experiencing music in a different light. She could see beyond the R&B and the rock and the rap that had served her well for a lifetime. She allowed transfiguration in her life. And if transfiguration can happen for Beyoncé, for Abraham, and for Peter, James and John, I‘m sure there’s hope for the rest of us.  
PAGE  
2

