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Genesis 3:9-15;2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1; Mark 3:20-35; Psalm 130, For with You is kindness and plenteous redemption.  


I think we all know that in Book of Genesis there are two creation stories. But today, I want to share a third story with you, one that was originally told some years ago by Rabbi Harold Kushner. So here we go.

One day, at the very beginning of things, God realized he had made a serious design mistake. In his infinite love for what he had created, God hadn’t thought it all the way through. He wanted Adam and Eve to be totally happy, so he gave them the total bliss of Paradise. But God soon came to see that Adam and Eve were dependent on him for everything, and they liked it that way. They were perpetual children, nauseatingly obedient goody-two-shoes who liked things just as they were, and never wanted anything to change. Uh-oh! God had forgotten to create them so that they would desire autonomy..    
So God had to trick Adam and Eve into a different way of being. He actually hired that snake – whose name was Sammy, according to Rabbi Kushner -- not to tempt Adam and Eve into sin, but to trick them into autonomy. For their own good, God duped  Adam and Eve into consciousness. Finally! They made a decision on their own. And while some might call that Original Sin, Matthew Fox calls it Original Blessing, because the decision they made brought them into consciousness. Rabbi Kushner calls it God correcting his original design flaw. In setting them up for “the fall,” God actually bestowed on Adam and Eve and all their descendants the precious gift of autonomy, decision-making, independence, or what family systems therapists call differentiation.  
   Of course, this isn’t a story we find in scripture. But it makes a point I think we heard alluded to in our first reading today. A differentiated adult made the choice to eat that apple; but undifferentiated adult-children  lied about it. God created us to be whole, to be discerning, to take responsibility for what we choose in life, and not to blame our troubles on others. When we are whole (and holy), we can more fully experience the presence of God in and around us. But when we choose to be less-than–whole, our experience of God is clouded by our needing to find someone or something outside ourselves to justify our actions. We will never live in God so long as we find ourselves saying,  in effect, “The devil made me do it.” 
This idea of God’s creating us to live as differentiated human beings – and Jesus’ response to that – is never more evident, to me anyway, than in today’s Gospel. In it, we see Jesus so busy preaching and healing and casting out demons that he doesn’t even take time to eat. He seems in a frenzy – which is all his relatives need to come grab him and bring him back home. Jesus had chosen to break the mold of his family system, to abandon the safety of his village, the comfort of his home, the security of a good job, and for what? To be dealing with all this misery every day to the point where he seemed even crazier to his family than usual.

And it wasn’t only his family that thought he was crazy. The religious scholars also accused him of being in cahoots with Satan for the way he was able to cast out demons.

So in today’s Gospel, we see two powerful systems bearing  down full force on Jesus – a family system that says he’s crazy, and a religious system that says he’s possessed. For many of us, it would be almost impossible not to cave under all that that external pressure. But not Jesus. He calmly presents a rational argument to the scribes as to why he can’t possibly be casting out demons in Satan’s name. And to his family, he says, in so many words, “While I love you, my family is larger than blood. My first loyalty is not to all of you who want to keep my within the bounds of the system. My first loyalty is to my vision of how God wants me to be in this world. And my family now is not only you, but it’s anyone who shares my vision.” In the Gospel, we don’t hear Jesus say “I can’t cast out demons because the scribes will throw me out of the synagogue. We don’t hear him say, “I guess I’d better go back home before even my family throws me out. “ Unlike the creation story we heard this morning, Jesus doesn’t blame the snake for anything – he just has an unclouded vision of what his God expects of him,  and he moves toward it with courage and compassion, and making no excuses. 
It’s not easy being a differentiated, autonomous, non-reactive adult. Rabbi Kushner suggests that it’s so difficult that the human race had to be tricked into it. But like it or not, here we are. Autonomy is a gift if we choose to accept it. Difficult as it might be, St. Paul reminds us today that we should not  lose heart. We need not be afraid. God is with us and, as Paul reminds us, renews us day by day. And Jesus himself says to us “When you do the will of God in your life, you are my sister, my brother, my mother. You are my family! We might add to Jesus’ words, “You are community. You are the Living Water to each other that I have promised.”
So today, let’s take Jesus’ example and his words to heart. Let’s commit ourselves to a fuller humanity, where we try to keep our vision of God alive and unclouded by others’ opinions or judgments of what we “should” be doing. Let’s commit to living fearlessly, doing what is right in God’s eyes. And as the prophet Micah says, let’s walk humbly with our brothers and our sisters and our God. AMEN.  
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