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Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
Psalm 40
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34

Last week we heard the account of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, ending the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle of our liturgical year. While the readings for this year will be assigned from the gospel of Mark, today’s reading is from the gospel of John. The Gospel of John is known as the signs Gospel. Joh’s intent is to tell his disciples who is Jesus, not necessarily about the things Jesus did as part of his ministry while on earth.
The Baptist points to Jesus as the favored, the beloved son of God. He perceived the Spirit of God descending on Jesus. This one is the favored one. He encourages his followers to leave him and follow Jesus.
The other readings of this Sunday contribute to our understanding of Jesus’ role in reconnecting us to God. Isaiah speaks of the servant of God who will be a light to the nations. One who will again gather the people of Israel. John recognizes this is the task at hand for Jesus.
St. Paul tells the church of Corinth they too are going to be a light to all the peoples. Through baptism into Christ they and we are now consecrated, that is made hole in Jesus.  And like Christ before them we are to be a light to those waiting in darkness, to those waiting to be free, to those waiting for justice. 

John the Baptist recognized Jesus as the Lamb of God. John points to Jesus as the one to pay attention to, to imitate, to evaluate what we are about as persons of the light.  We are called to be strength for each other as we stand in witness to what God is bringing about in the midst of creation.  Justice, equality, compassion, goodness, kindness a total acceptance of each other.
In short, we have to keep on living in ways that show we believe our purpose in life is to go about doing good. Big deed, small deeds, important deeds and the most insignificant of deeds

Elizabeth Tapia, a Philippine theologian says what we must do in the following blessing:

The world is too dangerous and too beautiful for anything but love.

May our eyes be so blessed we see God in everyone

Our ears, so we hear the cry of the poor.

May our hands be so blessed that everything we touch is a sacrament

Our lips so we speak nothing but the truth with love.

May our feet be so blessed we run to those who need us

And may our heart be so opened that our love and God’s love changes everything.
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