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I Kings: 9a, 11-13a

Ps. 85: 9-14

Rom. 9: 1-5

Mt. 14: 22-33


Today’s scripture readings, each in its own way, screams the question to God, “Why does everything I touch turn to mud?” Elijah, after speaking truth to power, is fleeing for his life. He seems to be expecting God to come out in force to save him and he looks for powerful signs. But God is not to be found in the signs of natural power, and a voice asks: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”


The psalm is a great lament that the nations are rising up against Israel and Israel’s king; but then. miraculously, it seems, there is calm and serenity, and the psalmist remembers God’s steadfast love, and that only one thing is needed – to walk in God’s truth with an undivided heart.


Paul, writing to the Romans, of course, mourns the failure of Israel, God’s Elect,  to recognize Jesus as Messiah. Paul would like to be able to change that reality, even if it meant that he himself was cut off. But, like all of us, he must accept what he cannot change.

In the gospel of Matthew, we read about the storm at sea, with Jesus and the disciples in a boat. For the writer(s) of the Matthew rendition of this story, the boat on the storm-tossed sea is symbolic of the tormented church at that time, wrestling with conflict – both within and without. Indeed, the long saga of church history is not a story of smooth sailing! Discipleship has always been a saga of a mixture of faith and doubt – from Peter to the present day. Fear has always been a big factor! Peter’s stepping out in faith on the water show his desire to emulate the courage of Jesus, but he is ultimately overwhelmed by his doubts and fears.  Jesus’ invocation of “little faith” is actually not a total negative. I believe that it is both a critique AND an encouragement to move forward and to try to do more – a little bit like the process we went through in teaching our children to swim! We all know what Jesus had to say about “faith the size of a mustard seed.” He said it could move mountains, if we just let it grow. 

So, how can we have the confidence to step out in faith? How can we know that God will work with our “little faith?” We can do this because, as the psalmist tells us today,  God is steadfast in God’s love toward us, and will not abandon us. It isn’t a question of meriting God’s love. We haven’t earned it. It is free and without cost. This is the first realization we must come to before believing that God can work with our “little faith!” Only then can we be encouraged enough to step out in that little bit of faith and believe that God will freely give us the means to do what we have discerned ourselves to be called to do. I know this from my own long journey to ordination! Once we get it that we are operating, not under our own power, but in the power of God’s Holy Spirit, we begin to grow. We are indeed able to minister and live out God’s love and empowerment which we have been freely given without earning it.


Jesus does not chastise Peter for attempting to walk in faith amidst a storm at sea. Why not? Perhaps because God does not necessarily lead us away from the storms of life. Rather, God seems often to lead us right into the midst of them. Ask Elijah! The difference is that God leads us – and we allow God to do that, we find ourselves armed with forgiveness and reconciliation, and are filled with the empowering Spirit of Christ, who fuels our trajectory into bringing justice and peace to our world.

Jesus does not say to Peter, “Why did you think you could walk on water? – but rather, “Why did you doubt that you could?” So it is for us. Gifted with the mercy and power of God, we should not doubt that we can!


Food For Thought
· What is it that keeps us from seeing God’s powerful presence among us?

· Is it true that God comes at unusual times and in unexpected ways?
