Gloria R. Carpeneto, Homily
10th Anniversary, Living Water Inclusive Catholic Community
January 21, 2018 

Ezekiel 47: 1-9, 12; 1 John 4:7-16; John 4:5-14; Psalm 104, Responsorial: All you who are thirsty, come to the water! 

Before we begin, I want to make a slight clarification to the date of our celebration today. Our actual anniversary date is January 20, not the 21st. And how do I know this? I know it because I have in my hands a copy of the first homily preached in this community, offered by then Rev. Andrea Johnson,  at the first liturgy we celebrated as a community, at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis on January 20, 2008.(Some would call this a first class relic …) Almost as though she already knew the charism of this community, Andrea preached that afternoon on the subject of Call, Servanthood, and Mission.   

Ten years ago, as our community was just beginning to take shape, Andrea offered us these words that – in hindsight – have guided us for these past ten years. On that day in the sanctuary of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Annapolis, Andrea   encouraged us to follow the model of Jesus as God’s servant, with a mission …
Jesus’ characteristic behavior was to fashion a community of disparate people, reconciling them to one another, eating at a table (a very intimate act) with all sorts of folks , sharing companionship with both disciples and people outside the circle, showing partisanship for the marginalized in many active ways (including healing, touching, forgiving, dialoguing, and socializing with). … ow do we birth this How 
Jesus called this the Reign of God. …  How will we birth this in our own time and place? How will we grow the Reign of God? How will we follow Jesus? 
Over the years, as a community we have worked to hold these questions in our hearts. We have kept them in front of our eyes. We have used them as a beacon that has continually  lit the Way for us. From the very earliest days in 2008 when we still called ourselves the Bethany Community to that Discernment Day in January 2009 when the Holy Spirit moved us to identify ourselves as Living Water to this very day when we celebrate our 10th anniversary as community, the questions Andrea asked in 
that first homily have always drawn us forward – How will we birth the Reign of God on earth? How will we grow this Kin-dom of God in our time and place? How will we follow Jesus? 

It feels as though ten years of growth as an intentional faith community is a testament to our living those questions, whether  or not they’ve been explicitly on our lips.  And today, as we move into a second decade, I think we might well think about how we named ourselves nearly ten years ago, and how that name has given shape to how we have answered Andrea’s questions.  It’s said that you can’t know what you don’t know until you know it. And I don’t know that we knew ten years ago the depth of what it would mean to us over time when we took the name Living Water.

In the readings that Mary Hollomon selected for our liturgy this afternoon, the prophet Ezekiel clearly knew what Living Water meant. For Ezekiel, his vision of a marvelous river that flowed out of the Temple was symbolic of God’s return to the people of Israel after their long and painful captivity in Babylon. YHWH’s return as Living Water was dramatic -- it began as a small, barely discernible  trickle, a leak at the base of the temple wall actually, that over time deepened into a river that coursed and raged until it met the ocean. Emanating from the Throne of God, Ezekiel’s vision of Living Water made the stagnant, salty waters of the Dead Sea sweet and drinkable, and all the barren places fertile. For Ezekiel, Living Water meant nothing less than that the Israelites would be able to come home to drink the healing waters of revitalized worship in a restored temple. Sweet Living Water had returned to Jerusalem, and it was there for the drinking any time they were thirsty. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus’  promise to the woman at the well – and to us --  is even more potent  than the vision of Ezekiel. For Jesus puts the promise of Living Water squarely within each of us. The woman at the well must return to that well again and again to slake her thirst. But unlike the woman at the well, Jesus tells us we will no longer have to draw water for our sustenance from a source outside ourselves.  He himself will be our Living Water. He will place his Spirit within each of us. And living out of the abundant Love of that Spirit, we will be Living Water to each other.

In our second reading this afternoon, we heard these words: Beloved, if God has loved us so, we must have the same  love for one another. My life depends on my allowing the Living Water I have been given to flow freely to you and yours to me. We are Living Water when our waters blend and give life to all. The essence of Living Water is that it isn’t stagnant; it doesn’t have a foul smell; it doesn’t poison us. Living Water is not stored in a cistern or a tank. To be truly healing and life-giving, Living Water can and must flow freely, continuing to circulate among us all.
       There’s a refrain to an old song that says: “A bell's not a bell 'til you ring it. A song's not a song 'til you sing it. The love in your heart wasn't put there to stay. Love isn't love 'til you give it away!” We might say the same thing about Living Water. Jesus doesn’t give us Living Water to put in a tank and protect. He gives us his Spirit, his Living Water, so that like the wild & thirsty donkeys in the psalm we prayed this afternoon, it cheers our hearts, it makes our faces shine, and the sheer joy of it makes us want to share our bread, our wine, our water with one another, sustaining one another in life.
 
Our community came together ten years ago, not entirely unlike the Israelites returning from captivity. And we came together because each of us felt that the temple where we had worshiped for a lifetime, and indeed the worship itself, was in need of revitalization. And over the years, with God’s grace, we have rebuilt that temple and revitalized  that worship. In ways large and small, we’ve answered the questions Andrea posed to us ten years ago – we birth the Reign of God, we grow this Kin-dom, we follow Jesus when we make a conscious, continuing commitment to be Living Water to each other and to our world.


But the work is not over. When we allow our love and our compassion to flow freely  … when our Living Water refreshes not only those who are like us, but those whom we have never met, and whom we welcome into our community …  when we do not allow stagnation to set into our temple or our worship … when we realize the enormity of the invitation to be Living Water that is fruit and food and leaves and medicine for our world … well, then, we continue to answer the questions. And in continuing, we are ready to embark on our next ten years!  
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