Homily For `5th Ordinary,Cycle A

July 16, 2023

Is. 55: 1-11

Ps. 65

Rm. 8: 18-23
Mt. 13: 1-23

Words! Words! Words!

I'm so sick of words!

I get words all day through;

First from him, now from you!

Is that all you blighters can do?

Don't talk of stars

Burning above;

If you're in love,

Show me!
Never do I ever want to hear another word.

There isn't one I haven't heard.

Here we are together in

What ought to be a dream;

Say one more word and I'll scream!

Do those WORDS sound familiar? They probably do. They are from the Broadway musical My Fair Lady’s  song “Show Me Now!” They just came to mind as I was preparing today’s homily. Why, you might ask? Because I find the concept of words to be a tricky one, and one that, together with the concept of frustration at the lag time between promise and fulfillment, is a thread that runs through today’s scripture passages in a variety of ways. 


Isaiah exhorts the Israelites, who are suffering exile under oppressors, to believe God’s word to them: “My word will not return to me empty without achieving the purpose for which I sent it. “ The Hebrew word for word  is dabhar. Its meaning implies much more than a written word. It implies creative activity, and is never divorced from action (as in God said ‘let there be light…and there was light!’). Paul picks up this theme in Romans 8. The Creator’s word (dabhar) becomes the Spirit’s action in the Jesus community, “groaning in one great act of giving birth…and we, who have been given the Spirit, groan as well as we await  God’s promised liberation.”

It is significant that Jesus, in his teaching about the Reign of God, uses the form of parables rather than allegories to teach us about who God is, how God is, and who we are in God’s kindom. We humans are much more comfortable with allegories because in allegories words convey that there is a one-to-one correlation between each symbol and its meaning.  Each character or thing in the story has a specific identity or meaning, which we can grasp in the left brained way our culture prepares us to do.  Parables are not the same as allegories. They are essentially images – images which leave us free to receive them and to ponder them, and to use our own imaginations to interpret what they have to say to us. We get to use our right brains! Parables allow us as allegories cannot do to soften the callouses which have formed on our hearts, the hardness of which must be removed in order to see, to hear and to understand anew. Yes, sometimes, we must let go of words in order to move beyond words, so that we might better understand the MYSTERY we call God, and also the creative action to which God is inviting us. In the Reign of God, word and deed are inseparable; they go together in spite of our obsession with time lag . They are one….as God is One! (This realization gives new meaning, for example, to the gospel passage which recounts the story of the son who said he would do his father’s will, but ultimately, did not, and the son who said he would not do the father’s will, but ultimately did do so). Lag time is not the be-all and end-all when it comes to commitment! It becomes clear that commitment is a process!

Let’s look a bit more closely at the Parable of the Sower. I have often heard it preached in a way that declares that the seed is the word of God. That is certainly true, but now I have come to realize that that Word is more than words, it is a creative action, an ongoing vision which invites me to make the whole journey (which is an ongoing process) with God. This vision invites me to continue to grow and to create. So, in this parable, I would not equate the sower with God alone. I too am the sower, as are you. We also become the seed as we bear fruit and spread our seeds as we produce them. 
This is how I understand the Cosmic Christ of which Pierre Teilhard de Chardin and Ilia Delio speak.  It’s an ongoing spreading of the vision and the possibilities. We are all too aware that it is the failure of humans to be good stewards of creation  which has resulted in great harm to creation. There is much suffering and groaning, but as Paul points out, in that suffering and groaning there is hope. Paul presents the Spirit as the bridge from the present to the future. The Spirit empowers us to endurance even in our weakness. Indeed, opportunities arise to soften the ground, creating more good soil which can then receive and nurture the seed, - and this life-giving process occurs through the very struggles in which we find ourselves engaged. 

In sum, Jesus is calling his disciples to open up their minds and their hearts, to receive and grow the seed within themselves in order to carry the creative word to the people. Jesus also points out that success will not be universal nor will it be immediate. Commitment is a process which results from struggle. Bearing fruit takes time It takes faith, hope and conversion of heart. Any mother can tell you it takes labor to bear new life! 

For me, the overall message (or big picture)  of all of the parables is a sense of the ultimately overwhelming power of the kindom to prevail despite its humble beginnings and its seemingly ever so slow growth.
I‘d like to close this reflection with the beautiful version of the Prayer of Jesus in Aramaic which Gloria shared in our Community Notes a few weeks ago, translated and interpreted by Mark Hathaw.

As committed disciples and co-creators with Abba God, let us pray:



O Cosmic birther of all radiance and vibration.
Soften the ground of our being 
and carve out a space within us where your presence can abide.
Fill us with your creativity so that we may be empowered to bear the fruit of our mission.
Let each of our actions bear fruit in accordance with our desire.
Endow us with the wisdom to produce and share
 what each being needs to grow and flourish.
Untie the tangled threads of destiny that bind us, 
as we release others from the entanglement of past mistakes.
Do not let us be seduced by that which would divert us from our true purpose
 but illuminate the opportunities of the present moment.
For you are the ground and the fruitful vision, 
the birth power and the fulfilment as all is gathered and made whole once again.
Holy One, show me now!

Amen.
