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Many of us have spent time this week listening to various speakers at the Democratic National Convention. Over and over persons with traditional Democratic values and persons with traditional Republican values from both political parties, have come before a national audience to plead with American voters. This convention, unlike any other in our history, was done from the safety of distance and precautions necessary in this time of the COVID 19 pandemic. There were no crowds, no cheering, no songs, no chants.  People were isolated in their homes with a perfect view of the speaker and the opportunity to listen and think about what is necessary for our time. The message was clear, concise and urgent from speakers representing both parties: the current President is not good for the needs of our country, and it is time to make a change.
Prophets speak the truth even when it goes against the people who hold the power. 
In today’s first reading the prophet Isaiah tells the self-aggrandizing overseer Shebna that he will lose his high position, and that Eliakim will take his place. 

The one who has used his power and authority for himself rather than for God’s people will be replaced by the faithful one who will care for all the people. 
Prophets see evil as the opposite of what CAN be and what SHOULD be. 
Motivated by love, they speak out AGAINST people who use their power to do EVIL, calling them out so they might turn themselves around and do what’s right. 
And prophets speak in FAVOR of those who do GOOD so that their goodness might be noticed and imitated.

What a timely reading for those of us in the United States who are preparing for our quadrennial exercise in self-governing.

What should we be looking for? As followers of the way of Jesus, we hope for a reflection of our Christian values, for directions that will help make us a more peaceful, more just, more inclusive, more loving people. 
We sure know what to look for: TV and newspapers and social media are full of stories about people who abuse and misuse their power and authority. 
It’s as local as the next-door neighbor who beats his wife; 
as close as Minneapolis where police murdered George Floyd; as near as our southern border where kids are still locked in cages—or as far away as Belarus where their president orders the jailing and torturing of peaceful protesters. 

When respect, wisdom, and kindness prompt faith filled people to speak truth to the powers in charge, sometimes the result is justice and peace, and sometimes it’s pain, suffering, and death. 

Injustice is obvious in our own Church’s history: the notorious abuses of power 
in the Crusades and the Inquisition, in the misuse of evangelization to overpower and decimate native populations and in the centuries of official anti-semitism.  Even though we hear Pope Francis say that “Authentic power is service,” we still see injustice in our church today. 
We see divorced people and LGBT couples barred from the sacraments. We see Catholic institutions firing employees for reasons that are protected under civil law. And we still hear of cover-ups for pedophilia that continued long after the hierarchy said they would turn it over to civil authorities for prosecution. 

It’s clear that our institutional church is not built on rock. The church—the real church—is built on you and on me, on the faith, hope, and love of ordinary followers of Jesus using our power to serve others.
In today’s gospel we observe Jesus and his apostles and disciples taking a break from their moving about the country healing and teaching, listening and ministering. Jesus asks his disciples a simple question. Simple, yet at the heart of their purpose for doing the work they are now doing: Who do you say that I am?

This is the same question that each of us must also answer: Who do you say that I am? I am not John the Baptist or another of the prophets, I am not a magician who feeds the masses with only a few loaves of bread and a few fish. By the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter, regular guy that he is, speaks the truth: “You are the Christ, the son of the living God.” When we answer the question as did Peter, we become agents of change. We act as persons of mercy and speak truth to power. We use our voice to speak for those who have none.
We too can speak out that Black Lives Matter, that our police need reform to become officers of the peace, not combat soldiers. We must speak out about any attempt, foreign or domestic to hinder our election by interfering with the postal service. And though not last, we must help our poorest citizens receive the health care they deserve.  And as Mother Teresa reminds us, “It must all be done in love.”
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