Homily

Good Friday 
April 14, 2017
How many times has TGIF rolled off of our tongues -- Thank God it’s Friday?

And yet, that sounds so strange given what we have just heard proclaimed. What a heartbreaking story.  What an injustice! How sorrowful that someone so loving and kind and compassionate had to suffer so much.  Thank God it’s Friday? How is this possible? Not this Friday. Not this blatant display of suffering and cruelty. Not what took place on that hill two thousand years ago. For what is there to give thanks?
Of course, as we know, today isn’t just any Friday (or we wouldn’t be here). It is actually a Friday quite unlike any other, one which we choose to call “good” of all things.  Good? What is good about an innocent man receiving the ultimate sentence? What is good about a cross or a whip or a crown of thorns? Here we sit at a Friday night funeral and we have the audacity to call this Friday “good’? What could possibly be good about a day when Jesus was tortured, until the weight of his own body suffocated him?
Absolutely nothing ….. without faith.

But with faith:

· We see out God (in Jesus) willing to enter our world and embrace the challenges we face.

· We see our God (in Jesus) showing us how to live, what’s important, and what we should be about.

· We see our God (in Jesus) reaching out to us in a profound way to restore our relationship with him---that is, to “save” us.
· We see our God (in Jesus) rejecting the temptation of hate…even those who hate Him.
· We see our God (in Jesus) refusing to do anything but the will of Abba God, no matter how difficult.
· We see our God (in Jesus) embracing His cross so that we might have the courage to embrace ours.

· We see our God (in Jesus) teaching us that violence and vengeance have no place in God’s kingdom.
· And we see our God (in Jesus) showing us the power of love---a power so great it triumphs over even death itself.
We don’t get to celebrate the power of love triumphing over death for two more days. And yet, we know, in faith that today is not the end of the story.  Neither is today the end of our stories. The final pages have not been written. Our stories are not over, no matter what we are facing, no matter what is currently breaking our hearts, no matter what crosses we bear.
That is why today is “Good”  Friday --- because our God loves us so much more that we could ever imagine---completely, unconditionally, and eternally.

And so, TGIGF ---Thank God it’s Good Friday.  Thank God for what the Divine Presence has done for each of us and continues to do for which we could never in a million lifetimes repay—but we surely can try. God loves us --- and I am certain that we want nothing more than to love God, too. 
TGIGF! 
Into your hands, we commend our spirits!
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