5th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year C
Barbara Beadles

Isaiah 6: 1-2a, 3-8
   Psalm 138: 1-5, 7,8   1Corinthians 15:1-11   Luke 5:1-11
The readings today give us a smile if we think about how Peter finished the night shift with his fishing partners and was minding his own business cleaning up after an unsuccessful night.
All night working the lake with his brother Andrew and their partners, and NONE of them catching one fish, not even one baby minnow. 

Then this guy from Nazareth uses your boat to preach from, and he tells you to throw your nets out in the middle of the lake in broad daylight. 
You know the fish don’t bite in the daytime, but you do it anyway. 

Then come conversion and the call. 
I’ve had that kind of experience, and perhaps you have, too. 

Something happens—maybe big, maybe not very big—and you face the choice of leaving something valuable behind for something more important, more necessary. 
Like leaving home for college or marriage, or starting a family of your own., or changing careers or a job. It’s the way we humans move through life. We continue to try to make the right choice for something better. 

Today’s readings give us examples from three men who were faced with choices, who had to let go of what they knew and perhaps held dear, in order to answer God’s call in their life.


In the case of Isaiah, it was the choice to proclaim God’s word so that the people could move out of the discord that came after King Uzziah died to return to live in peace and justice once again. Isaiah’s call came as a vision in the temple. (a visual image Cecil B. DeMille would have had a great time filming!)
In the case of Paul, it was the choice to stop persecuting Christians and embrace Jesus’ teachings. His call came in a fall to the ground and unable to see. 
In the case of Simon Peter, it was the choice to leave the fishing business and follow Jesus along the Way. His call came in two boatloads full of fish.

How does your call come? A hope, a dream, an idea of a better life, a better world? In whatever way it comes, you make changes to follow a new path. 

You read the signs of the times 
and respond with love. Sometimes signs show up on the morning news: hate and violence, suffering and hardship, blizzards, bombs, melting icecaps, stolen children, working your federal job but getting no pay.
  

Bad news can be a call to good action, like those students speaking out for better gun laws after a school shooting, or chef Jose Andres putting together food to feed victims of the hurricane in Puerto Rico and the federal workers whose lives and families are forever changed by the government shutdown.
Along with our faith tradition and the signs of the times, our Scriptures today tell us that we are called and sent:

    • like Isaiah—called and sent to speak truth to power; 

    • like Paul—called and sent to proclaim the good news 


that God is with us, among us, and in us;

    • like Simon Peter, called to drop everything, in the middle of the job, 


and follow the way of Jesus.

Our call, in whatever form and in whatever place, is a call to love God and each other by reaching out to people in need.  It’s called “social justice,” “the preferential option for the poor,” “the common good.” 

For Isaiah, for Paul, for the apostles, for me, for each of us, answering the call demands radical change from business as usual. 

It requires new priorities, attentiveness to God in prayer and action, and like Jesus’ mother at the wedding in Cana, paying attention to others and their needs.
It has been thousands of years since the people in today’s readings responded to their call and yet, we have been given the same call, each of us in our own boat tending our own nets.  

    • Maybe reading a great book when the phone rings with a call from a lonely friend. 

    • Maybe heading for work when the driver ahead gets a flat.

    • Maybe walking out of the store when a limping senior drops a package, or a mother with two or three little ones who can’t manage to hold her shopping cart and unlock the car door at the same time.

Little things, yes, but we are also called to pay attention to big things, very big things.  

    • Maybe hearing about the victims of human trafficking.

    • Maybe reading the report of the latest teenage gun victim.

    • Maybe watching as politicians line their own pockets at the expense of the                                   poor.
In every age of our life, 


we hear the call to be attentive to the signs of the times, 


and take action. 

We have heard the call.  We are called to be spouses and parents and singles and servants and saints, human beings all—called to grow and change; to become the whole human being we are created to be. We are called to grow, to recommit, to be born again, called to proclaim our God whose love is absolutely present, unconditional, unceasing.

This is the love that changes our families, the mood of our home, 


maybe even tames our workplace—


our community—our world. 
Sometimes we have doubts, doubts about your call, doubts about making changes. 

The apostle Thomas doubted. Mother Teresa doubted.  

Even Pope Francis doubts. As he said, doubts are “part of the journey of faith.... 


We all have them.” 

In spite of our doubts, we do what we can. 

God has called each of us, God is calling each of us. 


We have the choice to answer the call and change the world.
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