Palm Sunday, Year B
Is. 50:4-7; Ps. 228-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil. 2: 6-11; Mark 14:1-15:47

Unlike many other Sundays, today we not only hear the words of the Gospel, we also participate as speakers.  After blessing the palms, we stood waving the palm branches and welcoming Jesus as king.  Hosanna was our song.  Now, during the reading of the Passion from Mark’s Gospel, we have become the mobs who cry out: “Crucify him, crucify him”; and “we want Barabbas to be free.” Some of us may still be holding our palm branches wishing Barabbas be let go instead of Jesus.

This doesn’t make us hypocrites, it is just another opportunity to see that each of us has a shadow side as well as a side light-filled.  We have it within ourselves to be more.

As disciples of Jesus, we have the capacity to channel divine love into the world.  This power to love others is God’s gift to us since God loved us first.

Scripture scholar Marcus Borg tells us that Jesus has made elaborate pre-arrangements riding into the city of Jerusalem on a colt.  It was his pre-planned public demonstration. The entry into Jerusalem from one part of the city at the beginning of Passover was in direct contradiction to the entry into Jerusalem on another part of the city by Pontius Pilate.  Pilate would be accompanied by imperial troops, the Roman Soldiers from a nearby garrison, as well as cavalry and other officials of Rome.
Instead of imperialism and dominating power over others, Jesus enacts the Old 
Testament passage from Zechariah which speaks of a future king who will speak peace to the nations.  This clash of ideologies helps bring to a head the Temple authorities’ need to get rid of Jesus. He is nothing but trouble and will incite the people to riot.

Palm Sunday speaks of the life of Christ that is founded on love that sacrifices and serves so others may live.  It is the opposite of power, slavery, and domination.

Jesus was a Jew.  His beliefs and actions as a faithful Jew brought him to the cross.  He was tortured and killed because he spoke truth to power.

Our beliefs and actions as faithful Christians will bring us to the cross as well.  

This Holy Week gives us time to reflect on how we might follow Jesus’ example more closely.  It gives us time to step back and look at power and authority in our own time.  We have time to rededicate ourselves to walk the Way that Jesus showed us.
We take a risk in speaking the truth about what we see and like Jesus, we have to speak it anyway.

